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Extra Curriculum Activities
Activities that are available to students during recess or lunch time.
Mondays

Lego Club P-6 in the Multi Purpose Room

Tuesdays

Fun and Games - All students are welcome to attend the music room during lunch time.

Wednesdays

Beginner Recorder Group - At first play students in years 3 to 6 are able to join the
Beginner Recorder Group.
Advanced Recorder Group - At lunch time students in years 3 to 6 are able to join the
Advanced Recorder Group.
Recorders are available to purchase at the office for $10.

Fridays

Choir - Students in years 3 to 6 are welcome to join the choir with parent written
permission. Permission forms are available from Mrs. Brown.

IMPORTANT DATES

EVENTS TO REMEMBER

Mondays

Lunch orders and Student Banking

Fridays

Assembly will be held at 3pm this week in the multi-purpose room.
Parents/guardians/carers and interested community members are most welcome to
attend.

Monday

June 12th

Queen’s Birthday - public holiday - student free day

Friday

June 23rd

Whole School Disco 7pm until 8:30pm

Friday

June 30th

Last day of term 2. Students dismissed at 2:30pm

MISSING JUMPERS AND JACKETS

Please check all your school jumpers and jackets. A number of students have misplaced their jumpers and jackets
which were clearly named. If you have a jumper or jacket that belongs to another student please return it to the
office. Students that do not have jumpers or jackets on cold days are invited to come to the office and borrow a
spare jumper, please do not take some-one else's clothing.
Kids Matter Primary Survey
This year Drouin West Primary School has chosen to implement Component 1 of the Kids Matter Primary initiative.
Kids Matter Primary is an Australian initiative that aims to improve children’s mental health and wellbeing. It
recognises the important role that parents and carers play in the lives of their children and encourages effective
working relationships between school staff, parents and carers as well as the broader community.
To implement this we need your help! Kids Matter Primary encourages schools to reflect on how they are doing
things - what they are doing well already and also what they can improve upon to promote children’s mental
health and wellbeing. We recognise that including the voice of parents and carers will add valuable information to
assist the school with planning.
The Wellbeing team want to collect information from each family about your perceptions of the school in relation
to our work in the area of mental health and wellbeing. We would greatly appreciate if you could complete the
short survey attached to this newsletter and return to school by 21st June 2017. Each child in the family to return
their survey will receive bonus Dojo points!
Completing this anonymous survey is entirely your choice. Whether or not you decide to participate, your decision
will not disadvantage you or your child. However, we hope that you will contribute to helping us improve our
school community. Please feel free to discuss any concerns you may have about completing this survey with any of
the staff. For more information, go to www.kidsmatter.edu.au
Thank you in advance for your participation,
Courtney Heath, Wellbeing team leader.
P.O. Box 176
Drouin 3818

Phone: 03 56 251971
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From The Principal’s Office
Celebrating Learning at Drouin
West
Students were very excited to have
their families come along to our
“Celebration of Learning” event last
week. Thank you all for showing
support for your children and
appreciating what they are learning
at school. We value the strong partnership we have
with families and the shared commitment we have,
to support all students to achieve their best.

class time.
Students from Year 4 to Year 6 at our school will
participate in the survey. Your child will complete
the survey online during school hours using a
purpose built secure online survey tool.

Students are deservedly proud of what they have
achieved and can talk about their personal learning
goals. They know what they are working towards for
each step in their learning at school and can explain
new programs like Strategies To Achieving Reading
Success (STARS) and Comprehensive Assessment
of
Reading
Strategies
(CARS).

The Department has updated the survey for 2017
to include important new measures that are
known to influence student engagement and
performance.

The survey results will be reported back to the
school in Term 3 and is also published in the
annual report each year. The results are
discussed with the students, staff and at School
Council.

Students privacy is our priority
Your child will be provided with a unique login to
complete the survey. The student login is an
assigned identifier that may be used by the
Department to combine data for research
purposes only. Your child’s privacy and the
confidentiality of your child’s survey responses
will be protected at all times. No identifiable
personal data is included in the survey response
file.
This survey is not a test and your child has the
right to refuse or withdraw from the survey at any
point before, during, or after completion.
Want to know more?
Please speak to your child’s teacher or myself if
you would like more information or refer to the
Department of Education Training website Attitudes to School Survey

Attitudes to School Survey
Each year all students in the senior levels of Primary
school across Victorian public schools, are asked to
participate in a student survey developed for the
Department of Education and Training.
The overall objective of the annual Attitudes to
School Survey is to collect data about the opinions
of students from Years 4 to 12 to assist schools with
planning, developing curriculum and improving
student outcomes.
The survey assists schools to gain an understanding
of students’ perceptions and their experience of
school. It provides schools with valuable data on
students’ views of their wellbeing, teaching, learning
and school in general.
This year the Attitudes to School survey will be
conducted at our school between Tuesday June 7 to
Friday 23 June. The survey only takes 20-30
minutes to complete and occurs during your child's

Happy Birthday !!!!!!
Happy Birthday to the following students who will
celebrate their special day during the week:
Monday 5th June to Sunday 11th June 2017
.
Mikaela 3/4A, Jesse 2A, Reese 3/4B, Leeah
PrepA, Ashleigh 1/2A & Jai Prep/1A

Super ‘B’ Award Winners
Super ‘B’ award winners for week 7, term 2

PrepA

Cameron

P/1A

Teagan

1/2A

Ashleigh

2A

Grace

3/4A

Mikaela

3/4B

Alanah

4/5A

Seth

5A

Zoe

5/6A

Kasey

Sports News
The inter school sports just keep on coming for the older children. Last week it was the cross country and this
week it was the winter sports round robin. These days are a chance for children to challenge themselves,
experience higher level competitions, show team work and develop a school spirit.
Congratulations to the 6 children who have qualified for the next stage of the cross country. They are Evelyn,
Zoe, Zach, Keegan, Tom and Brock. These children finished in the top 12 for their age group. This is quite an
achievement, as there are up to 100 competitors in each age group. We wish them well at the next
competition.
Congratulations also go to the 57 children who competed in the winter round robin yesterday. The sports were football, netball
and tee ball. We fielded 2 teams in netball and tee ball. The football and A tee ball teams won every game and have qualified for
the next stage. The A netball team didn’t win a game but improved in
each one and the children enjoyed themselves. The B tee ball and
netball teams both won some games. Thank you to Ms Tymkin, Ms
Ambrose, Miss Bills, Mr Proctor, Mrs McNeill and Ms Williams who
coached the teams at school and on the day. Thank you to Miss
Pauline, Mrs Munckhof and Jack Smith who umpired and coached on
the day. The next stage is on Thursday 22 nd June but this date is not
confirmed as yet.
Also thank you to all the parents who went along and supported the
children at both of these days
If you have
any questions
or concerns
please contact
me.
Regards
Marion
Proctor (sports
teacher)

TALKING TO CHILDREN ABOUT TERRORISM
BY MICHAEL GROSE
The recent terrorist attacks in London following on from the recent events in Manchester, where children and
young people were among the victims, has spread shockwaves across the globe. With media coverage, reaching
saturation levels it is difficult to shield children from these events. The task for parents is to reassure children,
while to trying to explain events that for most of us are inexplicable.
While most parents quite naturally don’t want to discuss terrorism with children, it’s not a topic that you should
avoid, particularly if your children ask pertinent questions.
Here are some ideas that will help:
1. Discuss age-appropriately
The Australian Psychological Society recommends, “It’s best to shield pre-schoolers completely from frightening or
traumatic world events.” This means protecting young children from media coverage and being mindful of adult
conversations around young children. However even young children overhear conversations and know is
happening, so be prepared to discuss events in ways that they understand.
Primary school-aged children have more exposure through the media and the schoolyard. However children can
easily misinterpret events so be prepared to clarify misconceptions and open the way for conversations.
Older children are usually very aware of media coverage, and have an understanding of the ramifications both
personally and politically. Opening the way for more in-depth conversations as well as processing any feelings that
arise is important for this age group.
2. Manage yourself first
Children of all ages take their cues about unusual events from their parents. Events such as terrorism may leave
you feeling unsettled and outraged but you need to think carefully about the emotions you communicate to
children. First and foremost they need to feel safe, so it’s best to keep extreme emotions in check in front of
children. Share how you feel with your children but make sure you are in control of your emotions. Air strong
feelings of anger or disgust with trusted adults if you need to vent or explore your own reactions.
3. Find out what they know
Children often confuse time and place so they can easily think that an event that occurred on the other side world
will directly impact on them. Young children, in particular, usually personalise situations. They may, for example,
think that an older relative is in danger because he or she is a regular concert-goer.
4. Keep conversations simple
Let children steer the conversation with their questions and worries. Answer children’s questions matter-of-factly
and simply, while bringing issues down to their level if necessary by talking about why people get into fights, and
pinpointing appropriate and inappropriate reactions. With older children and teens you may be to hold discussions
around politics and religion but do so without stereotyping, or providing narrow analyses of events.
5. Listen to their worries
Encourage your children to talk about their feelings as well as their thoughts about the events. If possible, help
them give their feelings a name. Assist them to understand that it’s normal to feel scared, sad and angry when
events like these occur. Some children may want to spend more time around you, which is a natural reaction to
distressing events occur that are outside their control.
6. Monitor media exposure
Limit children’s exposure to television as constant viewing of
images of tragedy and terror can reinforce that the world is a
dangerous place. Be mindful that constant repetition can desensitise some children impacting on their ability to feel
empathy. If news is being seen, join children and young
people to watch those media stories of terrorism so you can
provide adult perspective and clarity to what they are
seeing.
7. Help kids feel empowered
Keep reminding children and young people that their world
is basically a safe place. Focus on simple ways that young
children stay safe such as wearing a seatbelt, using a
helmet while riding a bike and strapping on safety gear
when they skateboard. Older children may want to fundraise
for a charity organisation so they learn that they can make a
positive difference. You may also hold discussions with teenagers about current safety measures such as airport
security and possible increases in security at future entertainment and sporting events.
8. Remind kids that people are good
Perhaps the most insidious aspect about terrorism for those that are not directly affected by it is that it can lead to
mistrust of others and a cynicism toward different religious or political groups. It’s easy to lose sight of the basic
goodness in all of us. It may be useful then to highlight stories of heroism and goodness that come out of terrorism
attacks. With young children, make a list of all the people such as medics, police and fire personnel that keep us
safe. With older children share stories of heroism, community and the help that always comes after distressing
events.
Conversations about disastrous events such as terrorism provide opportunities for parents to help children
manage difficult emotions; and help them make sense of complex events while broadening their understanding of
the world.

