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IMPORTANT DATES  EVENTS TO REMEMBER 

Mondays Lunch orders and Student Banking  

Fridays Assembly will be held at 3:00pm in the multi-purpose room.  
Parents/guardians/carers and interested community members are most welcome 
to attend. 

Saturday February 10th Ficifolia Festival Street Parade Saturday Feb 10th 
Permission forms will be sent home this week, and will need to be returned to 
school for those children who will be coming along and representing our school in 
the parade on Saturday February 10th. Come along and join in the fun as we join 
in the Ficifolia Festival celebrations in 2018. 
The theme for the 2018 festival is "Back to the 80's, Where it All Began" 
Students are asked to wear their school uniform in the parade. 
The parade will start at 5:00pm. We will be assembling at the football oval from 
4:45pm and look forward to having all our families coming along.  
Please note: 2018 Prep students must be accompanied by an adult in the parade 
to participate in this event. 

Tuesday & 
Wednesday 

February 13th 
& 14th 

Parent Teacher Student Learning Conferences—from 3.30-5.30pm 

Tuesday February 20th Selected students who were placed in the swimming trails held at the end 
of 2017 to attend the District Swimming—9:30am to 1pm.  

Friday March 2nd ‘Tea Under the Oaks”  - starting at 6pm. BBQ will be available at $2 per sausage 
in bread, $2 per soft drink and $1 for juice boxes 

Monday March 12th Labour Day Public Holiday 

Friday March 23rd Whole school photo day. 

Thursday March 29th Last Day Term 1 

FREE  MONEY 
$125 per student is available for families to use for camps, excursions or activities. To receive the $125 
you must: 

A) Be an eligible beneficiary within the meaning of the State Concessions Act 2004, that is, be a 
holder of Veterans Affairs Gold Card or be an eligible Centrelink Health Care Card (HCC) or   
Pensioner Concession Card (PCC) holder, OR  

B) Be a temporary foster parent 

Application forms are available from the school office. 

 

QKR by MasterCard—Safe, Secure, Easy! and Fast 
 

QKR (pronounced Quicker) is the schools preferred method of payment. 
Families can pay for Hats, OSHC, Recorders, THRASS Charts, Icy poles, 
Stationery, Fundraising Activities and Excursions. Permission notes and order 
forms can also be completed on QKR.  



From The Principal’s Office 

Those children who will be coming along and 
representing our school in the parade on Saturday 
February 10th will need to return their forms to school 
or hand them in on Saturday at the parade. Come 
along and join in the fun as we join in the Ficifolia 
Festival celebrations in 2018. 
 
We are encouraged to use this year’s theme: “Back to 
the 80’s”. As a school we are going to create “ghetto 
blasters” to use in the parade.  
 
The parade will start at 5.00pm. We will be assembling 
at the football oval in Drouin from 4.30pm and look 
forward to having all our families coming along.  
 
Please note: 2018 Prep students must be 
accompanied by an adult in the parade, to participate 
in this event.  
 

Head Lice Alert 
We will be organising Head Lice Checks across the 
school next week.  
 
By checking hair at the beginning of the school term 
our school community can prevent an epidemic. This 
approach has been very successful approach in our 
school with only a few cases of head lice detected at 
our school. Let’s hope our combined efforts will help 
us to manage this community health problem and 
prevent ongoing outbreaks. 
 
Parents are expected to regularly check and treat their 
child for headlice before children return to school. 
Thorough and a repeated treatment (around 7 days) of 
all family members is usually necessary to ensure this 
is not an ongoing problem for families. Removing all 
eggs, which is very time consuming process, reduces 
the chance of the cycle continuing.  
 
Conveyance Allowance 
Conveyance Allowance is payable to families who live 
4.8 kilometres or more from their nearest school. The 
distance is measured from the families’ home gate to 
the school via the shortest possible route.  This 
payment is provided by the Government for families 
where a bus is not available. 
  
Forms are available from the office. A form only needs 
to be filled in once for the whole of time that the 
student attends their chosen school. If your 
circumstances change then a new form must be 
completed E.G. you have another child start at the 
school. 
  
Forms must be completed and returned to the school 
no later than Friday 2nd March, 2018 for full year 
payment.  
Late forms will be held over to term 2 for payment. 
  
If you have any questions please come to the office or 

phone Ann on 0356 251 971. 

 
 

School Stationery and Curriculum 
costs and voluntary contributions. 
Thank you to those families who 
have set up a payment plan or who 
have paid for their child’s stationary 
items for the classroom and 
materials used in our specialist 
programs. 
 

Prompt payment is always appreciated enabling the full 
implementation of our curriculum programs across the 
school.  
 
Parents are welcome to contact the school and arrange to 
come and speak with me if they need further information 
regarding school materials and curriculum costs and 
voluntary contributions.  
 
Parent Teacher Conferences 
Thank you to those families who have come into school to 
organise a time to meet up with their child/ren teachers. 
This assists students/teachers/parents with smooth 
transitions between the 2017 and 2018 school year. 
 
If you can’t come into school to arrange an appointment 
please send a note or phone the school to speak directly 
with the class teacher or contact teachers through class 
Dojo. 
 

Student Welfare Support for students 
At Drouin West we strive to meet the range of student 
welfare issues that come up throughout the year. It is 
imperative that parents inform teachers or myself if any 
problems or questions arise. We appreciate the 
opportunity to work in partnership with families to address 
even the smallest concern.  
 
We have a number of ways we can support students and 
their families. 
 
National School Chaplaincy Program 
Our Chaplain, Wendy Ronalds works in our school most 
Tuesdays and Thursdays. If students want to see Wendy 
they can catch up with her in the playground or write and 
post a short note in her letterbox. Wendy loves to connect 
with parents and can have a chat about anything from an 
issue at home to concerns about their children at school. 
For parents who don’t come into the school on the days 
Wendy is available, parents are welcome to ring the 
school or send along a note.   
 

Sun Smart 
All students are required to wear a hat when playing or 
being involved in activities outside during term 1 and 4. 
Parents are asked to ensure children also have 
sunscreen applied in the morning. Students are 
encouraged to bring along their sunscreen to school (roll 
on application seems to be easier for children) so they 
can reapply as needed. 
 
Ficifolia Festival 
Street Parade 
Saturday Feb 10th 
Permission forms will 
be sent home today. 



From The Principal’s Office continued 

Our Chaplain 
 

Hello everyone! 
 
How are you going settling your 
children into the new school year?  
 
I read a really interesting article on the 
ABC a couple of days ago about how to ask questions 
to children when they get home from school. Some 
children will be bursting with information and will tell 
you every detail of their day. Other children will not 
want to talk about it. They will be hungry, tired and feel 
like they just need some space.  
 
The psychologist who wrote the article suggested we 
just be present when we make it home from school. 
Be available for when the conversation starts.  
 
I tried this in my house. The first two nights my 
children were bursting with information. I didn’t have to 
work hard to extract information. Last night they were 
both tired and said very little about their day to begin 
with. I didn’t push, but I did hover. I was present ready 
for when the conversation started. After food, a rest, 
some time alone, only then did the information start 
flowing.  
 
The following questions from raisingchildren.net.au 
may help get the conversation started, when your 
children are fed and rested. 
 
Simple, positive and specific questions about 
parts of the day can get your child talking. For 
example: 

What was fun? 

What did you like best at school today? 

What does your classroom look like at the 
moment? 

Who did you play with at school today?  

Who did you talk to? 

What subjects did you do today? 

What did you buy or take for lunch? 

What projects are you working on at the 
moment? 

 
Take care! 
Wendy Ronalds 
 
Tuesdays and Thursdays 

School Chaplain 

 

If you have any questions please contact me at the 
school on a Tuesday or Thursday or email me on 
ronalds.wendy.w@edumail.vic .gov.au  I do check 
emails regularly. 
  

Acknowledgement: National School Chaplaincy and Student Welfare Program have been 
funded by the Australian Government Department of Education, Employment  and 
Workplace Relations. The views expressed herein do not necessarily represent the views of 
the Australian Government Department of Education, Employment  and Workplace 
Relations.  

  
 
 

Notice of Election and Call for 
Nominations  
Nominations for members of the 
School Council of Drouin West 
Primary School.  
 This week’s newsletter includes 
more information regarding School 
Council and the elections process. If 
any parent is considering being on 

School Council and would like more information about the 
role of council, you are encouraged to talk with myself or 
one of our current parent members: Karl Joiner, Duane 
Cunnington, Rhiannon Trimble, Nancy Oosterhof, or Kim 
Vanderplight. 
 
Nomination forms may be obtained from the school office 
and must be lodged by 4.00 pm Tuesday February 20. 
The ballot should nominations exceed vacancies, will 
close at 7.30 pm on Friday March 2, 2018. 
 
Following the closing of nominations a list of the 
nominations received will be displayed at the school 
office. The terms of office, membership categories and 
number of positions in each membership category open 
for election are as follows: 
 
School Website 

Have you missed the newsletter? Do you want 
information about the school?  Please take the time to 
visit: www.drouinwest.vic.edu.au 
 

MEMBERSHIP 
CATEGORY 

TERM OF  
OFFICE 

NUMBER OF 
POSITIONS 

Parent 
Member 

From March 7th   
2018 
to and inclusive 
of the date of 
the declaration 
of the poll in 
2020 
(Two Years) 

  
3 

DE&T 
employee  
member 

From March 
7th, 2018 
to and inclusive 
of the date of 
the  declaration 
of the poll in 
2020 
(Two Years) 

  
2 

mailto:ronalds.wendy.w@edumail.vic.gov.au
http://www.drouinwest.vic.edu.au


SPORTS FOR SCHOOLS 
 

The Sports for Schools Program is starting today! 
For every $10 spent at Coles Supermarkets, one voucher will be issued. 

 Please bring your vouchers to the school office. 
 

The more vouchers the more sporting equipment for our school! 
 
 

Happy Birthday !!!!!! 
Happy Birthday to the following students and staff who will celebrate their special day during the  week 

   
3rd January to Sunday 11th February 2018 

 
Don’t forget to come to the office to collect your birthday sticker. 

 
Flynn 1/2A, Emily 5/6C, Georgia 5/6C, Makayla 0/1A, 

Oliver 3/4C, Joab 3/4A, Bonnie 3/4A 
 

 
 
 
  
 
 

 
 

                                                                Registration Training Session 

                                      Current & New Players  Boys & Girls Welcome   Under 10, Under 12 & Under 14’s teams 
Sunday 25

th
 February, 2018  Hallora Recreation Reserve 

                      Light training session 11am - 12pm    Followed by a free sausage sizzle 

 
For enquiries please contact:  Chris Wilson (President) 0407 822 755 

 



Help Drouin West Primary 
School Thank our local 
Drouin West CFA 

Tea Under the Oaks 

FRIDAY 2ND MARCH 2018 6PM 

 
 
 
Bring the family along and get to know staff 
and other families in a relaxed, fun 
atmosphere. Have a game of chess or  join in 
a game of Spot the Human. 
 
Bring your picnic rugs or deck chairs. 

The Fundraising  
Committee will be cooking a 

BBQ. 
 

Sausages in bread $2 
Cans of drink $2  
Juice boxes $1 



SCHOOL COUNCIL ELECTIONS    
          INFORMATION FOR PARENTS 

 

WHAT IS A SCHOOL COUNCIL AND WHAT DOES IT DO? 
All government schools in Victoria have a school council. They are legally constituted bodies that are 
given powers to set the key directions of a school within state-wide guidelines. In doing this, a school 
council is able to directly influence the quality of education that the school provides for its students. 
 

 
WHO IS ON THE SCHOOL COUNCIL? 
For most primary school councils, there are three possible categories of membership: 
 

A mandated elected Parent category – more than one-third of the total members must be from this 
category. Department of Education and Training (DET) employees can be Parent members at their 
child’s school as long as they are not engaged in work at the school 
 

A mandated elected DET employee category – members of this category may make up no more than one-third of the total 
membership of school council. The principal of the school is automatically one of these members 
An optional Community member category -members are co-opted by a decision of the council because of their special 
skills, interests or experiences. DET employees are not eligible to be Community members. 
For all schools with a year 7 and above cohort, there is a fourth category of membership. 
 

A mandated elected Student category. 
Generally, the term of office for all members is two years. The term of office of half the members expires 
each year, creating vacancies for the annual school council elections. 
 

 

WHY IS PARENT MEMBERSHIP SO IMPORTANT? 
Parents on school councils provide important viewpoints and have valuable skills that can help inform and shape the   
direction of the school. Those parents who become active on a school council find their involvement satisfying and may 
also find that their children feel a greater sense of belonging. 
 

 
DO I NEED SPECIAL EXPERIENCE TO BE ON SCHOOL COUNCIL? 
Each member brings their own valuable life skills and knowledge to the role, councillors may need to develop skills and 
acquire knowledge in areas that are unfamiliar to them. What you do need is an interest in your child’s school and the 
desire to work in partnership with others to help shape the school’s future. 
 

HOW CAN YOU BECOME INVOLVED? 
The most obvious way is to vote in the school council elections, which are held in Term 1 each year. However, 
ballots are only held if more people nominate as candidates than there are positions vacant. 
 

In view of this, you might seriously consider 
1. Standing for election as a member of the School Council 
2. encouraging another person to stand for election. 
 

WHAT DO YOU NEED TO DO TO STAND FOR ELECTION? 
The principal will issue a Notice of Election and Call for Nominations following the commencement of 
Term 1 each year. All school council elections must be completed by the end of March unless the usual time 
line has been varied by the Minister. If you decide to stand for election, you can arrange for someone to nominate you as 
a candidate or you can nominate yourself in the Parent category. DET employees whose child is enrolled in a school in 
which they are not engaged in work, are eligible to nominate for parent membership of the school council at that school.  
 

Once the nomination form is completed, return it to the principal within the time stated on the Notice of Election. You 
will receive a Nomination Form Receipt via post or email following the  receipt of your completed nomination. Generally, 
if there are more nominations received than there are  vacancies on council, a ballot will be conducted during the two 
weeks after the call for nominations has closed. 
 

REMEMBER 
1. Ask at the school for help if you would like to  stand for election and are not sure what to do. 
2. Consider standing for election to school council this year. 
3. Be sure to vote in the elections if we have more nominations than positions. 
 
Contact the principal for further information. 


