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IMPORTANT DATES  EVENTS TO REMEMBER 

Mondays Student Banking  
 
We are in the process of finding a supplier for the lunch orders. We will notify 
families as soon as we have a new company organized. 

Fridays Assembly will be held at 3:00pm in the  Healing Garden this week.  
Parents/guardians/carers and interested community members are most welcome 
to attend. 

Saturday February 16th Ficifolia Festival Street Parade Saturday Feb 16th 
Each February, Drouin celebrates the blooming of the beautiful Ficifolia trees 
(flowering gums). On Saturday 16th February, there is a community parade that 
walks through town, the theme for this years parade is 'All about the Music' . 
Drouin West Primary School has participated in this wonderful event for many 
years. All students and their families are invited to join in. We meet at the Drouin 
football oval in Sinclair Street at 3.30pm, for a 4pm start. Prep students must be 
accompanied by an adult. School uniform and school hat must be worn, and 
students may bring a drink bottle if it is a warm day. 
We finish the parade in Civic Park (Young Street) where you can pick your child/
ren up. Please check in with a teacher prior to leaving with your child/ren.  
A purple permission form has been sent home. Please return this by 
15th February. 
See 'Drouin Ficifolia Festival' Facebook page for more information about the fun 
and festivities that are on.  

Tuesday February 19th Selected students who were placed in the swimming trails held at the end 
of 2018 to attend the District Swimming—9am to 1pm.  

Friday March 1st  Tea Under the Oaks—See attached flyer for more details 

Monday March 11th Labour Day Public Holiday 

Sunday March 17th  SCHOOL ‘FAIR’  

Friday March 23rd Whole school photo day. 

Friday April 5th Last Day Term 1 

FREE  MONEY 
$125 per student is available for families to use for camps, excursions or activities. To receive the $125 
you must: 

A) Be an eligible beneficiary within the meaning of the State Concessions Act 2004, that is, be a 
holder of Veterans Affairs Gold Card or be an eligible Centrelink Health Care Card (HCC) or   
Pensioner Concession Card (PCC) holder, OR  

B) Be a temporary foster parent 

Application forms are available from the school office. 

QKR by MasterCard—Safe, Secure, Easy! and Fast 
 

QKR (pronounced Quicker) is the schools preferred method of payment. 
Families can pay for Hats, OSHC, Recorders, THRASS Charts, Icy poles, 
Stationery, Fundraising Activities and Excursions. Permission notes and order 
forms can also be completed on QKR.  



From The Principal’s Office 

and a back up plan if you are running late.   
 
At the end of the day, if you are picking up from front 
gate, the students wait down near the 2/3 room and 
once they see you out of the car in the front gates, 
they will meet you. As you know moving cars in a 
carpark can be unsafe for young children.  
 
In car line, the students sit on the blocks/dominoes 
and wait for you to come through. It was great seeing 
the families of children looking out for each and sitting 
together to ensure it is a quicker process.  
OHSC is also available for those who need that 
service, please see Peta for availability. 
 
We are on duty until 3.30, so if children aren’t picked 
up, they wait in the office for you to ensure there are 
safe.  
 
Black Saturday  
We are approaching the 10th anniversary of this 
Horrific time. This was a difficult time for communities 
and we are still ever thankful for the efforts of our 
emergency services. We will have our assembly in the 
Healing Garden this Friday to mark the 10th 
anniversary. 
  
With the smoky conditions currently, we are mindful 
this can be uncomfortable for families, if you need any 
assistance please come in and see me.  
 
We are also adjusting outside times if the smoke 
becomes thick and opening up rooms if the students 
need to be inside.  
 
We are also ensuring our emergency plans are live, 
this will involve some practices with the students. 
However we treat every drill as real, so if we need it in 
an emergency the students don’t get confused.  
 
Hope it is a lovely week/weekend with your children. 
 
Kind regards,  Kelly  
 
Conveyance Allowance 
Conveyance Allowance is payable to families who live 
4.8 kilometres or more from their nearest school. The 
distance is measured from the families’ home gate to 
the school via the shortest possible route.  This 
payment is provided by the Government for families 
where a bus is not available. 
  
Forms are available from the office. A form only needs 
to be filled in once for the whole of time that the 
student attends their chosen school. If your 
circumstances change then a new form must be 
completed E.G. you have another child start at the 
school. 
  
Forms must be completed and returned to the school 
no later than Friday 8th March, 2019 for full year 
payment.  
Late forms will be held over to term 2 for payment. 
 If you have any questions please come to the office or 
phone Ann on 0356 251 971. 

Welcome to 2019 
I am so excited to be at Drouin 
West. It is such a lovely school 
community and my first few days 
have been tremendous. Thank you 
to the families that have introduced 
themselves and I look forward in 
meeting families as the term 
progresses.  
 
 

New students & Staff  
This year we have welcomed new families and students 
to our school. Our new Preps have settled in nicely and it 
so lovely to see them taking on new learning so eagerly.  
 
We have some new teaching staff in 2019, we are lucky 
to have Miss Natasha Gunn in the Prep/One room, Miss 
Maddison Westall in the 5/6 room and Mrs (actually 
getting married this weekend, so good luck to her for the 
wedding) Katelyn Dent in the 4/5 room.  

 

Back to School 
With a big term break, sometimes it takes a bit of 
readjustment for students to settle back into school 
routines. As we know, a good night sleep is always really 
helpful for students to be able to be great learners. With 
the warmer weather this can be a tricky, however as the 
term continues, students will re-adjust from holiday mode.  

 
Over the first couple of weeks, 
teachers will be working with 
students to re-connect or teach 
classroom routines and set up 
great practices to ensure 
classrooms are predictable 
and ready for great learning.   
 
Can we please ask that you 
set up your drop off and pick 
up routines to ensure your 
child knows where to meet you 



From The Principal’s Office continued 

 
Head Lice Alert 
We will be organising Head Lice Checks across the 
school commencing from Monday 18th February.  
 
By checking hair at the beginning of the school term 
our school community can prevent an epidemic. This 
approach has been very successful approach in our 
school with only a few cases of head lice detected at 
our school. Let’s hope our combined efforts will help 
us to manage this community health problem and 
prevent ongoing outbreaks. 
 
Parents are expected to regularly check and treat their 
child for headlice before children return to school. 
Thorough and a repeated treatment (around 7 days) of 
all family members is usually necessary to ensure this 
is not an ongoing problem for families. Removing all 
eggs, which is very time consuming process, reduces 
the chance of the cycle continuing.  
 
Further information is available from the school office. 
 
Helping in the Classrooms/Working with Children 
Checks 
At Drouin West Primary School we are always very 
appreciative of the volunteers that assist in the 
classrooms, on excursions or through other activities 
that are held throughout the year. 
 
It is extremely important for safety and emergencies 
that all visitors and helpers sign in at the office. 
Helpers will need to show their WWCC prior to 
assisting with students. 

School Council Elections 2019  
 
All government schools in Victoria have a School Council. 
They are legally formed bodies that set the key directions 
of a school within Departmental provided guidelines. In 
doing this, a school council is able to directly influence the 
quality of education that the school provides for its 
students.  
 
There are three possible categories of membership 
including elected parent category, elected Department of 
Education and Training (D.E.T.) employee category and 
an optional community member category. Parents on 
School Council provide important viewpoints and have 
valuable skills that can help shape the direction of the 
school.  
 
How can you become involved?  
Consider standing for election as a member or encourage 
another person to stand, and if nominations exceed 
vacancies cast your vote.  
 
What is expected of a School Council member?  
Attend School Council meetings throughout the year 
(generally two meetings per term) and actively participate 
in sub committees. (Finance, Policy and Development, 
Fundraising, Out of Hours School Care, Chaplaincy and 
Buildings and Grounds)  
 
Do I need special experience to be on school council?  
No. What you do need is an interest in your child’s school 
and the desire to work in partnership with others to help 
shape our school’s future.  
 
More information regarding the nomination process will be 
included in next week’s newsletter. Please contact me if 
you would like further information regarding involvement 
in our School Council for 2019.  
 
Notice of Election and Call for Nominations  
Nominations for members of the School Council of 
Drouin West Primary School.  
 
This week’s newsletter includes more information 
regarding School Council and the elections process. If 
any parent is considering being on School Council and 
would like more information about the role of council, you 
are encouraged to talk with myself or one of our current 
parent members: Karl Joiner, Duane Cunnington, 
Rhiannon Trimble, Larna Easton, Kim Vanderplight or 
Angela Patten. 
 
Nomination forms may be obtained from the school office 
and must be lodged by 4.00 pm Wednesday February 27. 
The ballot should nominations exceed vacancies, will 
close at 7.30 pm on Friday March 8, 2019. 
 
Following the closing of nominations a list of the 
nominations received will be displayed at the school 
office. The terms of office, membership categories and 
number of positions in each membership category open 
for election are as follows: 
 
 

MEMBERSHIP 
CATEGORY 

TERM OF  
OFFICE 

NUMBER OF 
POSITIONS 

Parent 
Member 

From March 
18th   2019 
to and inclu-
sive of the date 
of the declara-
tion of the poll 
in 2021 
(Two Years) 

  
4 

DE&T 
employee  
member 

From March 
18th, 2019 
to and inclu-
sive of the date 
of the  declara-
tion of the poll 
in 2021 
(Two Years) 

  
3 
 
(1 position is 
for 12 months) 

Community 
Member 

From March 
18th, 2019 
to and inclu-
sive of the date 
of the  declara-
tion of the poll 
in 2021 
(Two Years) 

 
1 



  Registration Training Session 

Current & New Players  Boys & Girls Welcome   Un-
der 10, Under 12 & Under 14’s teams 
Sunday 17

th
 February, 2019   

Hallora Recreation Reserve 
Light training session 11am - 12pm     
Followed by a free sausage sizzle 

 
For enquiries please contact: 

Chris Wilson (President) 
0407 822 755 

Kylie Morris (Secretary)  

0405 146 947 

Our Chaplain 
 

Welcome back everyone!  What a hot summer! Hope you had some special family times. Our family 
enjoyed some time on the south coast of NSW-camping. We loved it!  
But by far one of the highlights for me was when we get home. We popped down to Inverloch for some 
windsurfing. I don’t windsurf myself but I enjoy watching and taking photos. While I was watching I 
saw a scene unfold on the beach that really warmed my heart.  
There were a couple of families enjoying jet skiing. One by one everyone had a turn. Then I noticed 
what looked like a teenage boy in a wheelchair suitable for wheeling in the sand. It had massive wheels 
and the chair could also be wheeled in water. A teenager was wheeling the wheelchair deeper into the 
water and then the Jet Ski came closer. I suddenly realized it was the boy in the wheelchair’s turn to have a jet ski. I 
wondered how on earth this was going to happen. How were they going to get this young man onto the Jet Ski? 
The team of people to get this young man onto the Jet Ski was astounding. It took about 6 people-all seemed to have a 
special job. There were grandparents, Mum and Dad, older teenagers and friends helping. They secured a harness, worked 
together to lift the young man onto the Jet Ski which was bopping in the water. It did not look an easy lift but they 
eventually got him on. Someone sat in front of him, someone sat behind him and then they were ready to go. 
I was challenged by the selflessness of these family and friends. My teenagers had come down to the beach for an awesome 
windsurf. The teenagers in this family were busy trying to get their friend or brother onto the Jet Ski. Seeing this family 
work together for the benefit of someone else actually made me a bit emotional. What an amazing world we would have if 
we all worked together for the benefit of helping others. It’s a pretty challenging concept. 
I hope as a school community we can work together in 2019 for the benefit of our kids. Putting others needs first, using our 
own talents to benefit others, working as a team should make for a great year in 2019. 
You are welcome to join me for a cuppa on Thursday mornings from 9am in the Multi-Purpose Room (sign in at the office 
please) Come along and meet some new families and encourage them! 
On Thursday 21st February at 9am-11am I will be running a seminar on “Raising confident, competent children” I would 
love for you to join me. 
There will be many in our community remembering Black Saturday this week as it’s been 10 years since this tragic event. 

There is a commemorative service at Labertouche community hall on Thursday at 11 am. I do have information on other 

community events, send me an email or come and see me if you would like more information. 

Take care!  

Wendy Ronalds  School Chaplain 
Tuesdays and Thursdays 

If you have any questions please contact me at the school on a Tuesday or Thursday or email me on 
ronalds.wendy.w@edumail.vic .gov.au  I do check emails regularly. 
  

Acknowledgement: National School Chaplaincy and Student Welfare Program have been funded by the Australian Government Department of Education, Employment  and Workplace 
Relations. The views expressed herein do not necessarily represent the views of the Australian Government Department of Education, Employment  and Workplace Relations.  

Hosted by Warragul Primary 
For more information or to register your interest, email 

wkfmarket@gmail.com or send us a message via our Facebook 
page. 

 

LOST PROPERTY 
If you own any of these tops then please collect your 
items from the office. Items not collect by Friday 15th 
February will be donated to charity. 

mailto:ronalds.wendy.w@edumail.vic.gov.au
mailto:wkfmarket@gmail.com


Sports News 
Welcome back to another year of sport. As usual we have lots happening. All classes this week have 
participated in a hockey clinic. Thanks to West Gippsland Hockey for organising this and to the parents 
Julie Thomas, Janine Bone and Catherine Thorpe who assisted on the 2 days. 
 
It would be great if student were able to wear or bring runners on the days they have sport. Please check 
with your child/ren’s teacher about which day sport is on. Students will need hats this term and may 
bring a drink bottle of water to sport sessions. If you child is unable to participate please send a note 
explaining what they can or can’t do or contact their classroom teacher.  
 
Sports dates for this year. 
Here are some of the sport dates for interschool competition for children in grades 3-6. These dates can change due to 
weather conditions. 
Swimming distr ict Tuesday 19th Warragul Indoor pool (notes have gone out) 
Division Tuesday 5th March at Warragul outdoor pool, Region Thursday 14th March at Sale outdoor pool, State 
Wednesday 24th April at MSAC. 
 
Athletics Drouin West date to be decided, Distr ict Wednesday 3rd April at Geoff Watt track Warragul, Division 
Wednesday 8th May at Joe Carmody Track Newborough, Region Tuesday 15th October  at Joe Carmody Track 
Newborough, State 28th October in Melbourne. 
 
Cross Country Drouin West date to be decided, Division Thur sday 30th May at Chairo Christian School senior 
campus, Region Thursday 13th June at Lardner Park, State 18th June in Bundoora. 
 
Winter sport Distr ict ter m 2 week 7, Division Wednesday 19th June, Region Wednesday 24th July in Sale. 
 
If you have any questions please contact me. I am at Drouin West on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday. 
Regards Marion Proctor Sports teacher  

Happy Birthday !!!!!! 
Happy Birthday to the following students and staff who will celebrate or have already celebrated their 

special day during the  week:    
1st February to Sunday 10th February 2019 

Don’t forget to come to the office to collect your birthday sticker. 
 

Chloe 2/3C, Alexis 2/3C, Mark 5/6B, Eve 5/6B, Flynn 2/3C, Emma 4/5B, Emily 5/6A, Georgia 5/6B,  
Chloe P/1B, Makayla P/1C, Oliver 4/5B, Mrs. Finger, Mrs. Tymkin and Miss Baudinette. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A belated happy birthday wish to Mason 
P/1B, Tara P/1C, Scarlett P/1A, Miss 
Burke, Miss Westall, Mrs. Heath and Miss 
Lafranchi who celebrated their birthday 
during the school holidays and were not 
included in our December newsletter. 

  





Help Drouin West Primary 
School thank our local 
Drouin West CFA 
volunteers. 

Tea Under the Oaks 

FRIDAY 1ST MARCH 2019 6PM 

 
 
 
Bring the family along and get to know staff 
and other families in a relaxed, fun 
atmosphere. Have a game of chess or  join in 
a game of Spot the Human. 
 
Bring your picnic rugs or deck chairs. 

Bring a picnic 
dinner to 

enjoy with 
your family. 

 
 



SCHOOL COUNCIL ELECTIONS    
INFORMATION FOR PARENTS 

 

WHAT IS A SCHOOL COUNCIL AND WHAT DOES IT DO? 
All government schools in Victoria have a school council. They are legally constituted bodies that are 
given powers to set the key directions of a school within state-wide guidelines. In doing this, a school 
council is able to directly influence the quality of education that the school provides for its students. 
 

 
WHO IS ON THE SCHOOL COUNCIL? 
For most primary school councils, there are three possible categories of membership: 
 

A mandated elected Parent category – more than one-third of the total members must be from this 
category. Department of Education and Training (DET) employees can be Parent members at their 
child’s school as long as they are not engaged in work at the school 
 

A mandated elected DET employee category – members of this category may make up no more than one-third of the total 
membership of school council. The principal of the school is automatically one of these members 
An optional Community member category -members are co-opted by a decision of the council because of their special 
skills, interests or experiences. DET employees are not eligible to be Community members. 
For all schools with a year 7 and above cohort, there is a fourth category of membership. 
 

A mandated elected Student category. 
Generally, the term of office for all members is two years. The term of office of half the members expires 
each year, creating vacancies for the annual school council elections. 
 

 

WHY IS PARENT MEMBERSHIP SO IMPORTANT? 
Parents on school councils provide important viewpoints and have valuable skills that can help inform and shape the   
direction of the school. Those parents who become active on a school council find their involvement satisfying and may 
also find that their children feel a greater sense of belonging. 
 

 
DO I NEED SPECIAL EXPERIENCE TO BE ON SCHOOL COUNCIL? 
Each member brings their own valuable life skills and knowledge to the role, councillors may need to develop skills and 
acquire knowledge in areas that are unfamiliar to them. What you do need is an interest in your child’s school and the 
desire to work in partnership with others to help shape the school’s future. 
 

HOW CAN YOU BECOME INVOLVED? 
The most obvious way is to vote in the school council elections, which are held in Term 1 each year. However, 
ballots are only held if more people nominate as candidates than there are positions vacant. 
 

In view of this, you might seriously consider 
1. Standing for election as a member of the School Council 
2. encouraging another person to stand for election. 
 

WHAT DO YOU NEED TO DO TO STAND FOR ELECTION? 
The principal will issue a Notice of Election and Call for Nominations following the commencement of 
Term 1 each year. All school council elections must be completed by the end of March unless the usual time 
line has been varied by the Minister. If you decide to stand for election, you can arrange for someone to nominate you as 
a candidate or you can nominate yourself in the Parent category. DET employees whose child is enrolled in a school in 
which they are not engaged in work, are eligible to nominate for parent membership of the school council at that school.  
 

Once the nomination form is completed, return it to the principal within the time stated on the Notice of Election. You 
will receive a Nomination Form Receipt via post or email following the  receipt of your completed nomination. Generally, 
if there are more nominations received than there are  vacancies on council, a ballot will be conducted during the two 
weeks after the call for nominations has closed. 
 

REMEMBER 
1. Ask at the school for help if you would like to  stand for election and are not sure what to do. 
2. Consider standing for election to school council this year. 
3. Be sure to vote in the elections if we have more nominations than positions. 
 
Contact the principal for further information. 


