
Newsletter 
Drouin West Primary School 

'Nurture, Enrich, Inspire, Achieve' 

Issue 15/18                 Hours of supervision:   8.45am—3:45pm  30th May 2018 

P.O. Box 176                                                Phone:   03 56 251971                      535 Main Neerim Road  

     Drouin     3818                                              Fax:   03 56 252175                                 Drouin West  3818 

                                                         Email: drouin.west.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au 

IMPORTANT DATES  EVENTS TO REMEMBER 

Mondays Lunch orders and Student Banking. 

Fridays Assembly will be held at 3pm in the multi-purpose room.  Parents/guardians/carers 
and interested community members are most welcome to attend. 

Wednesday 6th June Fundraising meeting. 9am in the staffroom. Toddlers welcome. Please come along 
and share your ideas. 

Monday 11th June Public Holiday. No school for staff and students. 

Tuesday 19th June 2019 Prep Tour & Information Session 1.45pm—3.00pm 
 
School Council Meeting—7.30pm in the staffroom 

Friday 22nd June School Disco — Prep to grade 2 disco starts at 6.00pm,  Disco for grades 3 to 6 
starts at 7.15pm. Glitz and Glamour theme. Cost will be $5 per student payable on 
the night at the door. 

Monday 25th June Reports sent home 

Friday 29th June Last day of term—2.30pm finish. 

Friday 17th August Curriculum Day. Student free day. Please note this date in your diaries for term 3. 

Copies of the 2018 Parent Information Handbook are available at the office. Please send a note if you 
would like a copy sent home. It is also available via email and on the school website. 

Extra Curriculum Activities  
Activities that are available to students during recess or lunch time.  

Mondays Lego Club P-6 in the Multi Purpose Room 

Tuesdays Fun and Games  -  All students are welcome to attend the library during lunch time. 

Wednesdays Recorder Group  -  At lunch time students in years 3 to 6 are able to join the Recorder Group. 
Recorders are available to purchase at the office for $11. 

Thursday Code Club—5/6C Classroom 

Fridays Choir  -  Students in years 3 to 6 are welcome to join the choir with parent written permission. 
Permission forms are available from Mrs. Brown. 

Notification of non attendance 

 

As per the Department of Education Policy, all schools are required to contact parents when students are absent from school unless the day is 

a designated Curriculum Day or the school has already been notified that a student will be absent.  

 

As teachers are not always able to check for DOJO messages everyday, parents are asked to make contact with the office in the morning. We 

are in the process of organizing a phone messaging system enabling parents to ring and leave a message regarding absences. If we are not 

aware that your child will be absent from school then you will receive an SMS message. The automated message system will be sent at 

10.00am each morning and would have started today. The message will be sent to family mobile numbers. If you need to update your     

number please contact the office staff.  

 



From The Principal’s Office 

Student Safety Surveys-Student Voice 
This week it has been a pleasure to work with 
each of the 5/6 classes to hear what they have to 
say about our school climate. 
 

All students were able to complete an 
anonymous survey and collate the data of  their 
peers responses. While some issues are known 
to staff it was interesting to find that there are 
issues, of which we are not aware. Each group in 
each of the three classes were given the 
opportunity to present the survey results and 
make suggestions on how we can improve our 
school. While some suggestions are in place it 
was fantastic to hear about other ideas our 
students proposed.  
 

Student Mid Year Reports 
Teachers have been preparing detailed, accurate 
student reports in recent weeks.  
 

Teachers use their evenings and weekends to 
analyse the assessment tasks and write reports 
which are based on what students can 
demonstrate. This takes many extra hours at this 
time of the year, which is in addition to the day to 
day preparation and planning that goes into the 
programs implemented in classrooms.  
 

Student reports are expected to be sent home 
with children on Monday June 25. 

We have enjoyed a glorious 
weekend and a couple of 
delightful days to start this week. 
I hope everyone can make the 
most out of these last days of 
Autumn. 
 

Please help yourself to the bags of leaves students 
are collecting around the school. It would be 
fantastic to have the bags returned so they can be 
refilled! 
 

Drouin West’s Got Talent 
This week we have started the 
auditions for the Drouin West’s 
Got Talent competition which has 
been led and organised by the 
Junior School Council members. 
 

I’ve been impressed with the 
organisation and leadership skills 
students have shown in setting 

up, 

organising those auditioning 
and managing the audience 
so far this week. The 
courage individuals and 
groups have shown to enter 
the competition to 
showcase their individual 
talents is also very 

impressive. We have had solo items, dance, Tai 
kwon do, a rap and skits. 
 

Any student in the school who would like to enter in 
this competition is 
encouraged to 
come along to the 
M.P.R. on a 
Monday, Tuesday, 
or Thursday at 
11.00am to sign up. 
 
School Website 
Have you missed the newsletter? Do you want 
information about the school?  Please take the time 
to visit: www.drouinwest.vic.edu.au  

 
 

Happy 

Birthday !!!!!! 
 

Happy Birthday to the following students & 
staff who will celebrate their special day 

during the week 
   Monday 28th May 

 to Monday 4th June 2018. 
 

  Don’t forget to come to the office to collect 
your birthday sticker... 

 
 Kye 1/2B, Ms Melanie Smith 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
. 

http://www.drouinwest.vic.edu.au


From the Chaplain’s Office 
 

Hi everyone, I have found this article to be really helpful. I hope you do too 

EMPATHY TRANSFORMS YOUR CHILD’S WELL-BEING 

BY DR JODI RICHARDSON 

 

When I called my mum in tears the other day about an overwhelming disappointment she said exactly 

what I needed to hear; “that really stinks.” With those three words I felt her empathy. When our own kids 

cry and share their upsets and disappointments it can tear at our heartstrings. Sometimes we just want to cry with them. 

There are also those times when our kids get upset and it wears on our patience. It’s easy to react with “well, I’ve told 

you before…’ or “how many times …?” or “if only…”                                                                                                 

Don’t let frustration get the better of you It’s completely normal for  us as parents to feel frustrated, even if our  

kids are upset, and wonder when the lessons will be learned. And it’s completely fair to have those                              

conversations….again. But before we do that, there are a handful of words that we need to share. A handful of words 

that, when shared with sincerity, can have the most powerful impact on the emotional health and happiness of our kids 

over their lifetime. The words? They’re the ones that deliver a message of warmth and empathy. Empathy can change the 

nature of our family relationships, boost our kids’ mental health, develop their emotional intelligence and promote 

warmer healthier, and even less violent, relationships for our kids as young adults. Kids 

with more empathetic parents are less aggressive, experience less depression, develop 

greater emotional intelligence (a predictor of success) and grow up to be more          

empathetic themselves. Empathy is defined as experiencing emotions of concern at the 

suffering of others and adopting the perspective of another. It’s different to sympathy 

which is feeling sorry for someone. It’s about demonstrating our concern and letting our 

kids know we get it. That we feel it too.We can show empathy by saying things like: “I 

get it! I hear you.”“Ahh, I can see that you’re feeling…..” “That stinks! I understand.”                                          

For great impact use the right emotional response Pair ing your  words with a 

matched emotional response, love, comfort, warmth and a willingness to sit with them 

as they express their emotions shows our kids we get it and validates for them that they have every right to feel the way 

they do. After all, there’s no such thing as wrong feelings. We can’t help how we feel about the things that happen to us, 

neither can our kids. We don’t need to agree with how they feel, nor do we have to view their reaction as a reasonable 

response to what’s happened. It’s all about showing our kids that their message has been received, and that they have a 

soft place to land. The conversations can come later. Validation is an important step in our response to our kids when 

they’re upset, distressed or anxious. For more positive parenting ideas from Jodi, subscribe at drjodirichardson.com.au  

Take care!                                                                                                                                                                                               

Wendy Ronalds                                                                                                                                                                                     

School Chaplain  

Sports News 
Thank you to Mrs Edelmaier and Mrs McNeill who supported our students last week at the Cross 

Country. Congratulations to the following students who have made it through to the regional Cross 

Country on the 14th June: Sienna B, Evelyn Mc, Keegan J-M. 

 

With the weather getting wetter a number of 

students have been wearing gumboots to 

sport lessons. It would be appreciated if parents could send 

runners for students to wear during lessons as boots tend to 

become slippery and dangerous when running around. 

Sports Dates (these may change due to the weather) 

 

Cross Country: 14th June Regional cross country at Lardner 

Park. Good luck to our 3 school representatives. 

District Winter Sports: for Netball, AFL and T-ball at Yarragon Friday the 15th of June 

Athletics Division: Wednesday 12th September; 16th October Regional Athletics at Joe Carmody Track 

Newborough 
If you have any questions or concerns please do not hesitate to contact me. I am at Drouin West Tuesday and 

Wednesday. 

Marion Proctor 




