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Extra Curriculum Activities
Activities that are available to students during recess or lunch time.
Mondays

Lego Club P-6 in the Multi Purpose Room

Tuesdays

Honey Pot Shop—Will be open at the beginning of lunchtime in the 2A classroom.

Wednesdays

Beginner Recorder Group - At first play students in years 3 to 6 are able to join the
Beginner Recorder Group.
Scrabble Club
- At lunch time students in years 5 & 6 are able to join Scrabble
Club.
Recorders are available to purchase at the office for $11.

Thursdays

Fun and Games - All students are welcome to attend the Library during lunch time.

Fridays

Choir - Students in years 3 to 6 are welcome to join the choir with parent written
permission. Permission forms are available from Mrs. Brown.

IMPORTANT DATES

EVENTS TO REMEMBER

Mondays

Lunch orders and Student Banking

Fridays

Assembly will be held at 3pm this week in the multi-purpose room.
Parents, guardians and interested community members are most welcome to
attend.

Friday

August 25th

Book Day Parade - 9am Multi-purpose room.

Sunday

August 27th

Closing day for the Parent Opinion Survey. Families that have received login details
are asked to please complete the survey.

Wednesday

August 30th

Father’s Day Stall - orders can be placed on QKR - orders close Friday 25th
August.

Monday to
Wednesday

September
4th to 6th

Year 4 students attending Nayook Camp

Wednesday

September
13th

Grades 3/4A and 3/4B are invited to take part in the excursion to the Cranbourne
Botanical Gardens.

Thursday

September
21st

Junior grades PrepA, Prep/1A, 1/2A & 2A sports morning from 9am to 11am

Happy Birthday !!!!
Happy Birthday to the following staff and students who will celebrate their special day during the week:
Monday 21st August to Sunday 27th August 2017
Marcus 2A, Amelie Prep/1A, Adelaide Prep/1A, Kirralee 1/2A, Ruby 1/2A, Nicola 5A and Mrs. Clerks
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From The Principal’s Office
Book Week
As we celebrate “Book Week” at
Drouin West this week, I would
encourage all families to spend
time
reading
together
and
promoting the joy of sharing your
favourite books. You make a
difference by reading to and with

your children.
It is always such a pleasure sharing books with
children as it broadens their world and expands their
imagination. Hearing the flow of book language,
being exposed to a wider range of words and simply
enjoying the rhythm and rime of some books will
help children to appreciate literature in its various
forms.
I look forward to seeing
everyone dressed in a
favourite book character
at our parade on Friday
morning. There is a
rumour
that
Miss
Trunchbull is returning to
Drouin West on Friday.
For parents who don’t
know, Miss Trunchbull is
a main character from
the well-known book,
Matilda, by Ronald Dahl. Parents are very welcome
to stay for this event which will be held in the M.P.R.
from 9.00am
Educational Support Staff
This week we also acknowledge our wonderful team
of Educational Support Staff in our school. Our
Educational Support Staff include: Kirsten Ward,
Helen Brown, Keira McMaster, Tarn Williams, Jake
Proctor, Meaghan McNeill, Janine Marshall and Ann
Webster.

These important members of our team provide a
high level of additional support to students in our
school.
Some of the day to day roles include: aiding
individual students in classes, providing additional
supervision in the playground, managing the

numerous tasks in the office, managing the
school library, providing first aid, and providing
additional support through literacy intervention
programs.
NAPLAN 2017
Parents of students in Year 3 and 5 will have
received their child’s NAPLAN results last week.
NAPLAN allows for an understanding of a child’s
literacy and numeracy ability at a school, state
and national level. Parents are encouraged to
read the information sent home with results.
NAPLAN results provide a snapshot of student
performance on the days of the tests. If families
need assistance to interpret results please
contact your child’s class teacher to arrange a
mutually suitable time to discuss these results.
Parent Opinion Survey 2017
The Parent Opinion Survey is an annual survey
offered by the Department of Education and
Training that is conducted amongst a sample of
randomly selected parents at each school.
We have invited 75 randomly selected families to
respond to the survey this year. Students will
bring home a secure Login and password for
parents to use last week.
Thank you to the sixteen people who have
responded to the survey so far.
The survey is to be conducted online by ORIMA
Research Pty Ltd and only takes 15 minutes to
complete. The survey can be accessed via
desktop computer, laptop, tablet or mobile at any
convenient time within the period from Monday
7th August to Sunday 27th August. Parents who
may need access to the internet are welcome to
complete the survey using a school computer.
Please ask us at the office.
For further information, please contact Ann or
myself
at
the
office
or
visit:
http://
www.education.vic.gov.au/school/teachers/
management/improvement/Pages/
performsurveyparent.aspxCity.
Head Lice Checks
Thanks to all our families who continue to check
and if necessary, treat their child’s hair. To
ensure we don’t have an outbreak of lice on the
year 4 camp we will be organising checks across
the school in the coming week.
Playgroup for 2017 Preps.
If you are intending to enrol your child or know of
anyone who will be enrolling their child at Drouin
West Primary, please encourage them to do so
as soon as possible.
We will be holding a series of playgroup sessions
in term 4 for 2018 preps and require enrolment
details to ensure each child is offered the
opportunity to attend.

Staff Profile

Each week we will showcase a member of the Drouin West primary school staff at assembly and
through the newsletter. This is in response to the parent feedback on the Kid Matter surveys that
parents don’t know all members of our team and they would like to!
This week the staff member is Ms. Barson.
Q.
What is your role at Drouin West primary school?
A.
I am the teacher of the terrific Prep/1A class.
Q.
A.

What happened on your first day at primary school?
On my first say of school I couldn’t stop crying because I missed my mum, so the teacher sat
me on top of the piano until I stopped crying.

Q.
A.

Did you have a red or orange book at your primary school in the olden days?
No we didn’t have a red or orange book but I do remember a teacher hitting me with a feather duster and having soap put
in my mouth by a teacher because I did the wrong thing.

Q.
A.

What did you enjoy most about school?
I enjoyed everything in the classroom and in the playground - singing with a teacher who played the piano accordion,
playing kick the can, playing on the monkey bars and in grade 6 playing a drum so the whole school could march to the
beat as they walked into their classrooms.

Our Chaplain
KINDNESS

I have been privileged to read one of our new books in the library, called
‘Auggie and Me’ by R.J Palacio-a companion story to Wonder. It was a heart
-warming and insightful story about 3 children whose lives have been
changed by Auggie forever. For those who don’t know, Auggie is a 10 year
old boy born with a craniofacial difference. We follow his story in
‘Wonder’ (Ms Ambrose class have read this book this year) as he navigates
the ups and downs of being a new kid at his local middle school. “’Auggie
and Me’ examines the complexities of friendship, loyalty and compassion, and-most especiallyexplores the enduring effects of kindness.” R.J Palacio
In the final chapter of the book one of the teachers and students are having a discussion about
friendship. In a very simple explanation, the student summarizes to their teacher friendship in
this way, “I have been nice to Auggie, but Summer, my friend, was kind. That’s like nice to the
power of ten. Do you know what I mean?”
I have been thinking so much about this sentence. Are we being nice or kind? Kind is
that little bit extra. I hear examples all the time of people being kind:

Friends taking each other out for a cuppa when difficulties come.

A note of thanks left on the desk of a colleague

A child playing with another child because they can see they do not have any
friends

Standing up for a work colleague when they can see they need support

Offering to mind children or pick children up from school
I am blown away by the kindness I see in this community. Staff who genuinely care for the safety and well-being of
the children here, parents who love their children dearly and really do want the very best for them, people in the
community willing to support and encourage in practical ways.
Let’s continue to be a community that is known by its kindness-nice to the power of 10-so we can leave a lasting
legacy for generations to come.

Take care! Wendy Ronalds School Chaplain
If you have any questions please contact me at the school on a Tuesday or Thursday or email me on
ronalds.wendy.w@edumail.vic .gov.au I do check emails regularly.
Acknowledgement: National School Chaplaincy and Student Welfare Program have been funded by the Australian Government Department of Education, Employment and Workplace Relations.
The views expressed herein do not necessarily represent the views of the Australian Government Department of Education, Employment and Workplace Relations.

OSHC News
Well Term 3
is in full
swing and
we have
seen an
increase in
our numbers
yet
again.
Please note
that the
Tuesday
afternoon session is currently full and there are
only a couple of spots left on a Thursdays.
On a sad note we have said goodbye to Miss
Pauline. We recently had a goodbye breakfast
with her and wished her well.
From
the
OSHC
staff
Peta,
Tarn &
June

Christmas Child
Shoe Boxes
Christmas Child is a special event that Samaritan’s
Purse organizes annually.
If you would like to bring a big helping of joy and
love to children that would normally not experience
such generosity, then this is a golden opportunity.
There are special shoe boxes available from the
school office at $1 each. Each box comes with a
leaflet explaining how to fill the shoe box and a
special page where you can put some of your
details. The children really appreciate the gifts, but
they enjoy knowing the person that gave them such
a special gift even more. For them it is such a huge
delight to be able to know that there is some-one
that cares enough about them to spoil them a little.
On the Samaritan’s Purse website:
https://www.samaritanspurse.org.au/what-we-do/
operation-christmas-child/get-resources/
downloadable-resources/
there are also knitting, sewing and crocheting
patterns if you would like to include a special
handmade gift. Maybe you know some-one who is
very good at making things and could ask them to
help you.
Don’t forget to also pay your $10 shipping on the
Samaritan’s Purse website so that you can track
which country your box ends up going to.
Please fill and return your shoe box on or before the
last day of term (22nd September).

Super ‘B’ Award Winners
Super ‘B’ award winners for week 5, term 3
PrepA

Nayte

P/1A

Emily

1/2A

Beau

2A

Marcus

3/4A

Tara

3/4B

Keira

4/5A

Beau

5A

Unable to
publish

5/6A

Brock

EGGS, EGGS,
EGGS
Free range, locally
produced fresh eggs
are
available
for
purchase. The eggs
will be for sale in the
Gazebo every Friday
afternoon from 3pm
until 3:30pm. 10% of
sales will be donated to
Drouin West Primary.

