Newsletter
Drouin West Primary School
'Nurture, Enrich, Inspire, Achieve'

Hours of supervision: 8.45am—3:45pm

Issue 17/17

14th June, 2017

Extra Curriculum Activities
Activities that are available to students during recess or lunch time.
Mondays

Lego Club P-6 in the Multi Purpose Room

Tuesdays

Fun and Games - All students are welcome to attend the music room during lunch time.

Wednesdays

Beginner Recorder Group - At first play students in years 3 to 6 are able to join the
Beginner Recorder Group.
Advanced Recorder Group - At lunch time students in years 3 to 6 are able to join the
Advanced Recorder Group.
Recorders are available to purchase at the office for $10.

Fridays

Choir - Students in years 3 to 6 are welcome to join the choir with parent written
permission. Permission forms are available from Mrs. Brown.

IMPORTANT DATES

EVENTS TO REMEMBER

Mondays

Lunch orders and Student Banking

Fridays

Assembly will be held at 3pm this week in the multi-purpose room. Parents/
guardians/carers and interested community members are most welcome to attend.

Wednesday

June 21st

Information Session and School Tours for 2018 Prep students and their families.
2:15pm.
Kids Matter Survey due back.

Friday

June 23rd

Whole School Disco from 7pm until 8:30pm. Permission notes will be sent
home on Thursday 22nd. The permission forms must be brought to the Disco.

Wednesday

June 28th

Soup lunch. Students are able to order soup for lunch. Orders must be
returned by Friday 23rd June. Please order on QKR.

Friday

June 30th

Last day of term 2. Students dismissed at 2:30pm. Enjoy the holidays.

Monday

July 17th

First day of term 3. Be rested and ready for a great learning experience.

MISSING JUMPERS AND JACKETS

Please check all your school jumpers and jackets. A number of students have misplaced their jumpers and jackets
which were clearly named. If you have a jumper or jacket that belongs to another student please return it to the
office. Students that do not have jumpers or jackets on cold days are invited to come to the office and borrow a
spare jumper, please do not take some-one else's clothing.

SPARE UNIFORMS

Music Lessons

We have a number of new families
who will be starting at our school
during term 3 and enquiries from
other families to start in 2018. We
would appreciate donations of
laundered second-hand uniforms for
these children to use. If your children
have out grown their tops and
jumpers, we would be happy to
receive them at the office.

Violin, Cello, Flute,
Oboe, Clarinet,
Saxophone, Trumpet
and Trombone.
Phone Mathew to
arrange a lesson at
school on Wednesdays
0497 258 950
Instrument hire is
available.

P.O. Box 176
Drouin 3818

Piano/Keyboard
Tuition
$12.00 PER 15 MIN
LESSON (one lesson
per week of term).
Plus music book
supplied if required.
Karen Thomson with
over 25 years
experience.
56 299 268.

Vocal / Singing
Tuition
This is available to
students
in year 5 & 6.
Singer, songwriter
and pianist
Jemma Michael
0449 022 570

Phone: 03 56 251971
535 Main Neerim Road
Fax: 03 56 252175
Drouin West 3818
Email: drouin.west.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au

From The Principal’s Office
Student Mid Year Reports
Teachers have been focussed on
preparing detailed, accurate student
reports in recent weeks. Teachers use
their evenings and weekends to write
reports, which is in addition to the day
to day preparation and planning that
goes into the programs implemented
in classrooms. I am so very proud of
the achievements for our students so far this year.

It comes after international research found that freeing
kids’ feet improved concentration, reduced classroom
noise and even boosted results.
All 232 students at St Charles Borromeo Catholic
Primary School, in Templestowe, take off their shoes
as they enter the classroom. Principal Greg Thomas
said while schools wanted to tread lightly with uniform
changes, his teachers reported improved results from
slipper-clad students. “Children who are comfortable
will learn better,” Mr Thomas said.

The focus on learning is a high priority at Drouin West,
with all teachers working to support all children to achieve Research shows students wearing slippers are likely
to read more. “They can wriggle their toes inside a
their personalised learning goals.
slipper to refocus, rather than inside a tight, leather
Student reports are expected to be sent home with school shoe”.
children on Tuesday June 27.
“We’ve got children who wear fluffy slippers, children
This year we are using a new software program to who wear Crocs instead and children on the spectrum
prepare your child’s report. We value any feedback from who feel more comfortable in their slippers. “You
parents on the new report format. I plan to run a focus would walk through our classes and find 100 per cent
group to chat about the new reports early in term 3, which compliance with slippers.”
will give parents an opportunity to discuss what they find
helpful and what might need clarification. Please look out School slippers are popular in leading education
for more details in next week’s newsletter. We will use countries, including Japan, China and those across
this feedback to make further improvements for the Scandinavia.
reports at the end of the year as we can customise our
reports to suit the needs of parents as well as meeting the Research from Bournemouth and UCJC universities,
in the UK and Spain respectively, has shown
Department’s requirements.
”shoeless learning” calmed classrooms, increased the
Information Session and School Tours for 2018 Prep time students spent reading and reduced cleaning
costs by 27 per cent. Schools that introduced slippers
students and their families.
We are offering school tours and an information session even reported fewer detentions for bad behaviour.
for 2018 Foundation students and their families on
Wednesday June 21. Families considering enrolment at Professor Stephen Heppell said
Drouin West P.S. for Prep in 2018 are encouraged to although it was clear that
were
superior,
come along, organise a tour and collect an enrolment slippers
pack. We have also started taking enrolments for all year researchers didn’t have the
“foggiest idea” why.
levels for 2018.
“The Chinese say that it is
reflexology and that the feet are
connected to the brain,” he said.
“In India, people take their
shoes off to go into temple so
they think it’s about respect. “In
England people have their
shoes off at home so they think
it’s about it being more homely
Disco
The whole school Disco will be held on Friday 23rd June and less stressed.”
Miss Reid wears her
in the Multi-purpose room from 7pm—8:30pm. Cost will
cosy , fun slippers.
be $5.00 per student. Only Drouin West Primary School
families are invited to attend. Permission forms will be
sent home on Thursday 22nd June. The proceeds raised Professor Stephen Heppell champions shoelessness
from this years disco will be donated to Youth Off the in the classroom. Sarah Marshall Association of State
Streets. Students must bring the permission form with Secondary Schools president Judy Crowe said she
“toyed” with the idea in a previous post as a school
them to the disco.
principal.
Shoelessness
I came across this interesting online article this morning “My observation of what happens in Japanese schools
that is timely to share with our families. More great — where they wear slippers and not shoes inside — is
that it brings about an air of calm and quiet in the
reasons to B.Y.O. slippers to wear in the classroom.
classrooms,” she said. “It’s not an easy thing for a
A SLIPPER craze is sweeping Victorian schools with school to manage but it is certainly not a silly idea.
research showing “shoelessness” improves learning.
Some schools are putting their best foot forward by “It creates a more relaxed learning environment. It can
be a small part of bringing about a different tone.”
including slippers as part of their uniform.
If you are aware of any families in the community who
may be considering attending Drouin West in 2018,
please let them know we are now taking enrolments for
2018. We have had many enquiries from families moving
into our district in recent weeks and may not be able to
accommodate late enrolments given our commitment to
small class sizes.

Super ‘B’ Award Winners
Super ‘B’ award winners for week 8, term 2

PrepA

Olivia

P/1A

Flynn

1/2A

Brianna

2A

Chloe

3/4A

Max

3/4B

Lincoln

4/5A

Kai

5A
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5/6A

Trudy

Our Chaplain

We have now finished our Parents Building Solutions program, a parenting program run by Anglicare.
Thankyou to all of the parents who came along. Not only did we learn some great tips on parenting but we
also built a nice network of community. It was great to honestly share how we are going with our parenting
in a warm, safe and non-judgemental community. It really was a very special time.
We received a handout today, on What is a Nurturing Family? It’s a great little article, which provides some
food for thought.
“A nurturing family establishes boundaries where significant adults work together and are firm but fair. The
parents display love and care for each other as well as the children. The decisions made for the family can be
understood and take into account the needs of every family member. This does not mean that everyone is always satisfied, but at
least everyone’s opinion is valued. The nurturing family is a safe, trustworthy group, where feelings are expressed openly and
accepted in an empathic way. Members of this family enjoy each other, accept that quarrelling is an expression of selfdetermination and can be handled without criticism and anger. Fun and humour are displayed, and children are allowed to make
decisions for themselves as they grow. Parents of a nurturing family accept that they and their children will make mistakes and
have arguments, but that by working together to solve problems, love and respect for each other are maintained. Nurturing
families give messages to their children that tell them they are loved unconditionally and that they are valued and respected for
just being themselves.”
From Jenkins, C & Bretherton, D (1994). Parenting adolescents, a creative experience! Nelson Printing: Australia
On another note, Seasons for growth finishes this week with a campfire, for our older kids. We have had a very special time of
learning and growing.
Some reflections have been:

“It’s not always easy to make the right choice”

“Things always change, nothing ever stays the same”

“I can share my problems and worries with someone I trust”

“Bad things happen to other people too!”

“I learnt how to control feelings and emotions!”
Take care! Wendy Ronalds School Chaplain
If you have any questions please contact me at the school on a Tuesday or Thursday or email me on
ronalds.wendy.w@edumail.vic .gov.au I do check emails regularly.
Acknowledgement: National School Chaplaincy and Student Welfare Program have been funded by the Australian Government Department of Education, Employment and Workplace Relations.
The views expressed herein do not necessarily represent the views of the Australian Government Department of Education, Employment and Workplace Relations.

.

Senior students all did their personal best at the Interschool
Winter Sports on Tuesday 6th June.

Kids Matter Primary Survey
This year Drouin West Primary School has chosen
to implement Component 1 of the Kids
Matter Primary initiative.
Kids Matter Primary is an Australian initiative that
aims to improve children’s mental health and
wellbeing. It recognises the important role that
parents and carers play in the lives of their
children and encourages effective working
relationships between school staff, parents and
carers as well as the broader community.
To implement this we need your help! Kids Matter
Primary encourages schools to reflect on how they
are doing things - what they are doing well already
and also what they can improve upon to promote
children’s mental health and wellbeing. We
recognise that including the voice of parents and
carers will add valuable information to assist the
school with planning.
The Wellbeing team want to collect information
from each family about your perceptions of the
school in relation to our work in the area of mental
health and wellbeing. We would greatly appreciate
if you could complete the short survey that was
attached to last weeks newsletter and return to
school by 21st June 2017.
Completing this anonymous survey is entirely your
choice. Whether or not you decide to participate,
your decision will not disadvantage you or your
child. However, we hope that you will contribute to
helping us improve our school community. Please
feel free to discuss any concerns you may have
about completing this survey with any of the staff.
For more information, go to
www.kidsmatter.edu.au
Thank you in advance for your participation,
Courtney Heath, Wellbeing team leader.

