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Extra Curriculum Activities
Activities that are available to students during recess or lunch time.
Mondays

Lego Club P-6 in the Multi Purpose Room

Tuesdays

Honey Pot Shop—Will be open at the beginning of lunchtime in the 2A classroom.

Wednesdays

Beginner Recorder Group - At first play students in years 3 to 6 are able to join the
Beginner Recorder Group.
Scrabble Club
- At lunch time students in years 5 & 6 are able to join Scrabble
Club.
Recorders are available to purchase at the office for $11.

Thursdays

Fun and Games - All students are welcome to attend the Library during lunch time.

Fridays

Choir - Students in years 3 to 6 are welcome to join the choir with parent written
permission. Permission forms are available from Mrs. Brown.

IMPORTANT DATES

EVENTS TO REMEMBER

Mondays

Lunch orders and Student Banking

Fridays

Assembly will be held at 3pm this week in the multi-purpose room.
Parents, guardians and interested community members are most welcome to
attend. Choir will be performing this week.

Friday

September 15th

Orders for the special Footy Day lunch must be in by no
later than 3:30pm today.
LATE ORDERS CANNOT BE ACCEPTED!!!
The easiest way to place your order is on QKR.

Choir will be performing at assembly this week. Come along and enjoy their
singing.
Honey Pot Shop raffle drawn at assembly.
Wednesday

September 20th

Parent/teacher interviews 3.30pm-5.00pm.

Thursday

September 21st

Junior grades PrepA, Prep/1A, 1/2A & 2A sports morning from 9am to 11am

Friday

September 22nd

Last day of term 3. Students dismissed at 2:30pm
Footy day - Come dressed in your favourite footy team colours.
Information about school holiday programs is available from the office.

Monday

October 9th

First day of term 4.

The following dates are available to assist families with planning for 2018
Friday

December 22nd

Last day of term 4. Students dismissed at 1:30pm

Wednesday

January 31st
2018

First day of school for students in years 1 to 6.
Parent interviews/assessments for students in Prep. No Prep class program
on this day.

Thursday
and Friday

February 1st and Parent interviews/assessments for students in Prep. No Prep class programs
2nd 2018
on these days.

Monday

February 5 2018
P.O. Box 176
Drouin 3818

First formal prep class begins today.
Phone: 03 56 251971
535 Main Neerim Road
Fax: 03 56 252175
Drouin West 3818
Email: drouin.west.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au

From The Principal’s Office
Staffing Updates
I will be on leave from next week.
Fortunately Catherine Clerks is able to
very capably take on the role of Acting
Principal in my absence.

Head Lice Checks
Thanks to all our families who continue to check and if
necessary, treat their child’s hair. To ensure we don’t
have an outbreak of lice it is important to keep
checking your children’s hair. Head lice checks will
again take place early in term 4.

I wish everyone a wonderful final week
of term and a great break during the Playgroup for 2017 Preps.
upcoming holidays as we start to experience some If you are intending to enrol your child or know of
anyone who will be enrolling their child at Drouin West
warmer weather.
Primary, please encourage them to do so as soon as
possible.
Asthma- be prepared
Every year during grass pollen season there is an
increase in asthma and hay fever symptoms, and during We will be holding a series of playgroup sessions in
grass pollen season there is also the chance of a term 4 for 2018 preps and require enrolment details to
ensure each child is offered the opportunity to attend.
thunderstorm asthma event.
What causes thunderstorm asthma events?
Thunderstorm asthma events are thought to be triggered
by an uncommon combination of high grass pollen levels
and a certain type of thunderstorm, resulting in large
numbers of people developing asthma symptoms over a
short period of time.
Those at increased risk at this time include:
•people with asthma, people with a past history of asthma
•those with undiagnosed asthma (i.e. people who have
asthma symptoms but have not yet been diagnosed with
asthma)
•people with hay fever who may or may not have asthma.
Having both asthma and hay fever, as well as poor
control and self-management of asthma, may increase
the risk further.

Honey Pot Shop
The Honey Pot Shop has been hugely successful this
term, as we have received and implemented feedback
suggestions from grade 5/6. As a result of this
wonderful success, we are running low on supplies to
stock our shop. We are seeking donations from
families for items for the Honey Pot Shop.
Some items that have been popular include:

Stationary

Fidget spinners/cubes

Stickers

Beaded necklaces

Sticky putty/slime

Small toys: slinkies, blowing bubbles, sticky
dinosaurs
If you have any of these items for donation, we would
greatly appreciate it! From the wellbeing team!

How can my school prepare?
Schools can prepare for the upcoming grass pollen
season (typically between 1 October and 31 December)
by:
HATS! HATS! HATS!
•registering staff to attend the free epidemic thunderstorm
asthma community education and health professional A reminder that students
training sessions where relevant
will need to bring along
•reviewing the Department’s Asthma policy, including
and wear their hats in
Asthma training options
•reviewing your school Emergency Management Plan, term 4.
and implementing any prevention strategies issued by the
Department’s Emergency Management Division
Earn & Learn stickers
•downloading the VicEmergency app (and create a 'watch
The Earn & Learn stickers will
zone') to see any epidemic thunderstorm asthma advice
finish
at Woolworths
on
and warnings during the grass pollen season.
September
19th.
Please
remember to bring in all your
Parent/Teacher Interviews at the end of term
stickers before the last day of
Parents wishing to catch up with their child’s class
this term. We must send them
teacher are encouraged to arrange an appropriate time
to Woolworths during the
for a 10 minute meeting in the last week of this term.
school holidays to be able to
claim prizes.
This is an opportunity for parents to have a conversation
about their child’s learning and follow up on any concerns
that may need to be addressed. Our school aims to work School Website
in a strong partnership with parents so we can support the Have you missed the newsletter? Do you want
needs of all students.
information about the school? Please take the
Classroom teachers will be available in the last week of
term on Wednesday Sept 20 from 3.30pm-5.00pm as well
as other times during the school week when teachers are
not teaching. Parents are asked to book in an
appointment time by adding their name to the booking
sheet at the classroom.

time to visit: www.drouinwest.vic.edu.au

Staff Profile

Each week we will showcase a member of the Drouin West primary school staff at assembly and
through the newsletter. This is in response to the parent feedback on the Kid Matter surveys that
parents don’t know all members of our team and they would like to!
This week the staff member is Ms. Loree Ambrose
Q.
A.
Q.
A.

Q.
A.
Q.
A.
Q.
A.

What is your role at Drouin West primary school?
I am the grade 5 teacher at Drouin West Primary.
What is your earliest childhood memory?
When I was little my parents owned a motel in Cooma with my Aunty and Uncle. My first
memory of the motel was when my elder cousin and I found a feral kitten in the motel and we
took it to show mum. Mum just happened to be in the restaurant kitchen. Needless to say she
chased us out of there and we were never allowed to bring stray kittens home again!
What was the last thing you bought at a shop?
Groceries to make cupcakes for the other teachers on our Curriculum Day.
Did you have a favourite teacher when you were at school and why were they your favourite?
Mrs. Hibberd who was my Grade 3 teacher. She was a fantastic teacher. She was very kind and supportive. I remember
that her lessons were always interesting.
Do you follow a football team?
I do follow the St. Kilda football club but always end up barracking for Essendon as this is who the rest of my family
supports.

Sports News

Junior School Sports Morning
The junior school sports morning will be held on Thursday 21 st September. This is the last week of term 3.
The sports will run from 9am-11am. The children will rotate through 8 activities which students from grade
5/6 will explain and run. Children may wear their team colours Baw Baw- yellow, Tarago-red and Strzeleckiblue. If you don’t know which team your child is in please check with their class teacher. The children and I
hope that you are able to come along and watch.
The next stage of the athletics is Tuesday 17th of October. Children who have qualified have been given a
note about the day and a program.
Regards Marion Proctor. (sports teacher)

Happy Birthday !!!!
Happy Birthday to the following staff and students
who will celebrate their special day during the week:
Monday 11th September to Sunday 17th September
2017
Flynn 3/4A, Jazmyn 5A, Ciarra 3/4B, Jett 4/5A and
Lilly 5/6A

Our Chaplain
Resilience

Hi everyone, This is an excerpt from an article on resilience taken from the kids
matter website. I hope you find it helpful. As always please come in for a chat if you
would like some more information.
“Skills and qualities that help children cope with life’s ups and downs






Trust - that the world is safe and that there are caring people to help them.
Belief - in their ability to do things for themselves and achieve their goals.
Feeling good - about themselves and feeling valued for who they are by their parents and
carers.
Optimism - that things generally turn out well.
Regulation - Ability to manage their feelings, thoughts and behaviors.

Children develop these skills and qualities and learn to keep a balance over time, initially through their
experiences in coping with small stresses with help from supportive adults. When bigger stresses come
along, even though at first they might feel quite distressed, children can draw on what they have
learned about helping themselves to cope and feel better. Looking to others for support continues to be
an effective way of coping.
How are your child’s resilience skills developing?
Resilience is the ability to cope with life’s ups and downs. Children’s resilience is enhanced when they:

are loved by someone unconditionally

have an older person outside the home they can talk to about problems and feelings

are praised for doing things on their own and striving to achieve

can count on their family being there when needed

know someone they want to be like

believe things will turn out all right

have a sense of a power greater than themselves

are willing to try new things

feel that what they do makes a difference in how things turn out

like themselves

can focus on a task and stay with it

have a sense of humour

make goals and plans, both short and longer term.
Feeling optimistic and hopeful are key parts of mental health and wellbeing.
This information has been adapted from the International Resilience Project
Take care! Wendy Ronalds School Chaplain
If you have any questions please contact me at the school on a Tuesday or Thursday or email me on
ronalds.wendy.w@edumail.vic .gov.au I do check emails regularly.
Acknowledgement: National School Chaplaincy and Student Welfare Program have been funded by the Australian Government Department of Education, Employment and
Workplace Relations. The views expressed herein do not necessarily represent the views of the Australian Government Department of Education, Employment and
Workplace Relations.

Choir is going on tour!

Drouin West Primary School Choir will be going on tour in Term 4. We will be visiting Amberlea and Lyrebird
Village aged care facilities in Drouin on Thursday the 7 th of December and entertaining the aged care residents
with a wide range of pieces. Permission slips and more detailed information will be provided closer to the date.
Choir has recently grown to over 30 students which is wonderful to see and we have been working hard this term
to learn our new range of songs. Choir will be running a rehearsal (during school hours) prior to our tour, to allow
for families to come and see our show, more details will be sent out regarding this at a later date. If you would
like to see a sneak peak of two of our songs, please come along to assembly on Friday the 15 th of September and
you’re sure to be entertained.

Icy poles will be available again in term 4. If you purchase tokens on QKR by

Wednesday 20th September you will receive an extra 2 tokens for free. Pay for 10 tokens and
get 12. Pre ordered tokens will be sent home prior to the end of term 3.

Super ‘B’ Award Winners
Super ‘B’ award winners for week 8, term 3
PrepA

Leeah

P/1A

Alexis

1/2A
2A

Jessie

3/4A

Year 4’s

3/4B

Phoenix

4/5A

Minjun

5A

Unable to
publish

5/6A

Alex

Christmas Child
Shoe Boxes
Christmas Child is a special event that Samaritan’s Purse organizes
annually.
If you would like to bring a big helping of joy and love to children
that would normally not experience such generosity, then this is a
golden opportunity.
There are special shoe boxes available from the school office at $1
each. Each box comes with a leaflet explaining how to fill the shoe
box and a special page where you can put some of your details. The
children really appreciate the gifts, but they enjoy knowing the
person that gave them such a special gift even more. For them it is
such a huge delight to be able to know that there is some-one that
cares enough about them to spoil them a little.
On the Samaritan’s Purse website:
https://www.samaritanspurse.org.au/what-we-do/operationchristmas-child/get-resources/downloadable-resources/
there are also knitting, sewing and crocheting patterns if you would
like to include a special handmade gift. Maybe you know some-one
who is very good at making things and could ask them to help you.
Don’t forget to also pay your $10 shipping on the Samaritan’s Purse
website so that you can track which country your box ends up going
to.
Please fill and return your shoe box on or before the last day of term
(22nd September).

EVENTS AND ACTIVITIES IN THE LOCAL COMMUNITY

HUGE GARAGE
SALE
SUNDAY OCTOBER
1ST. 8am – 4pm
AT ALGIE HALL NEERIM
SOUTH
Collectables,
Antiques, Bric a Brac,
Fresh Produce, Toys,
Christmas Gift Ideas.
Trash and Treasure.
SOMETHING FOR
EVERYONE.
In support of FOOD
RELIEF NEERIM DISTRICT
Inc. and ALGIE HALL
NEERIM SOUTH.
Stall holders welcome/
BYO Table or Trestle
Enquiries Judy
791 325

0400

SCHOOL HOLIDAY TENNIS CLINIC
Monday 25th September – Wednesday 27th September 2017 at Drouin Tennis Club 1.00 pm – 2.30 pm each day
Come along and have some fun in the holidays, learn new skills and improve your tennis. Ages: 6-16. All
standards. Cost: $60.00.
SCHOOL HOLIDAY TENNIS TOURNAMENTS Drouin Tennis Club - Friday 29th September
Moe Tennis Club - Friday 6th October For further information or bookings phone: GIPPSLAND TENNIS COACHING
Jamie Dunn 0449 257 569 Email: mstennis@dcsi.net.au

