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IMPORTANT DATES  EVENTS TO REMEMBER 

Mondays Lunch orders and Student Banking  

Fridays Assembly will be held at 2:45pm this week in the multi-purpose room.  Parents, 
guardians and interested community members are most welcome to attend.  
This will be a last assembly for 2017. The raffle will be drawn and we will have 
a Guard of Honour for our year 6 students. 

Monday December 18th  Graduation Dinner 

Tuesday December 19th Transition Day  -  Students in years 1 to 5 will spend time in their 2018 home 
groups from 11am until 2:25pm. 
 

Selected students to take part in the Swimming Trials at Drouin Secondary 
College from 9am until 10:30am.  

Wednesday December 20th Picnic Sports day  -  students will take part in sporting events from 9:15am until 
1:30pm. Families are encouraged to attend. 

Thursday December 21st Class parties 

Friday December 22nd Last day of school for 2017.  
Students dismissed at 1:30pm. 

The following dates are available to assist families with planning for 2018 

Friday December 22nd  Last day of term 4. Students dismissed at 1:30pm. No OSHC available on this 
afternoon. 

Wednesday January 31st 
2018 

First day of school for students in years 1 to 6.   
Parent interviews/assessments for students in Prep.   
No Prep class program on this day. 

Thursday 
and Friday 

February 1st and 
2nd 2018 

Parent interviews/assessments for students in Prep.  
No Prep class programs on these days. 

Monday February 5 2018 First formal prep class begins today. 

Sport News 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank parents for their ongoing support of the physical education program. Many 
sports days could not occur without your assistance. I hope everyone has a safe and happy holiday. 
Picnic Sports 
The annual picnic sports will be held on Wednesday 20th December from 9.15-1.30 in the school grounds. Students will rotate 
through 9 activities in their grade for next year. This year’s grade 5 children have planned some interesting activities, some of 
them involve water. Students may wear casual clothing that covers shoulders and mid riffs (no short sleeve football jumpers), 
remember the clothes may get a little wet but not saturated. Students are to wear their school hat, bring a drink bottle and their 
own sunscreen (please put sunscreen on your child/ren before they come to school). After the sports all students will eat their 
lunch outside. This is a chance for families to eat together so come along and join in the fun and bring your lunch.  
Regards Marion Proctor (sports teacher) 

CHRISTMAS RAFFLE  

Tickets can be paid on QKR.  There are 2 options. Either pay for your full book or enter the amount for the tickets 
you have sold. The QKR option will close at midnight on Thursday 14th December.  Raffle will be drawn at 

assembly on Friday 15th December. Great prizes available so don’t miss out, buy your tickets soon.  

Information for school holiday programs is available on request from the office. 



From The Principal’s Office 

beach – all the places your child is most likely to be 
lounging these school holidays. 
 
The Department has even compiled book lists for 
children of different ages – making it easy to find 
something for your pre-schooler, Preppy, eight-year-
old or teenager.  
 
The book lists, which are refreshed every year by 
reading experts to include popular new releases, form 
part of the Premiers' Reading Challenge – an annual 
event that inspires young people of all ages to read 
more books. 
 
So while school may be closed during January a ready 
supply of books that appeal to children’s age and 
interests, will help them to discover the joy of reading 
for fun.  
 
To download a copy of the Premiers' Reading 
Challenge booklists, visit: 
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/events/prc/
Pages/booklist.aspx 
 
Baw Baw Shire Food Relief 
We have received a letter of thanks from the Co-
ordinator of Food Relief. We were able to donate 169 
cans of food which will be given out to those in our 
community who are struggling to purchase enough 
food for their families. 
Thank you to the families who generously provided 
cans to this important community service. 
 
Farewell to our Year 6’s 
It is with sadness that we say goodbye to our year 
sixes and their families who no longer will have 
students attending Drouin West in 2017. On behalf of 
the Drouin West community we wish you all the very 
best for your future and look forward to hearing about 
your achievements.  Thank you for your involvement 
and loyalty to our school community over the years. 
 
Graduation Dinner 
Our Graduation Dinner will be held on Monday night 
next week. This is a formal and memorable event for 
all our year six students and their families as they 
celebrate the end of their Primary education. 
 
Thanks to the parents and staff who have assisted 
with the extensive preparations this term. 
 
Library Books 
Thank you to those families who have continued to 
return all their library books.  
 
School Accounts 
It is great to have families settle outstanding accounts. 
Please ensure all accounts are paid as soon as 
possible.  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

As this is the last newsletter for 2017, I 
would like to thank the wonderful 
individuals who have contributed in 
numerous ways to the school throughout 
the year. It has been a productive and 
exciting year for our school with a 
positive focus on learning in all 
classrooms.  
 
To see 

evidence of students learning 
throughout the year is a real 
highlight for me. Some students 
have made exceptional gains 
and have accepted the 
challenges to continually strive 
to achieve their goals. 
 
I wish every Drouin West family 
a safe and restful holiday break, 
a joyful Christmas and look 
forward to another fantastic year 
of learning ahead in 2018! 
 
Help your child beat the brain slump these holidays 
Summer holidays are a great time to get your child 
reading for relaxation. 
 
Most children are pleased to have a break from the 
rigours of school work over the summer holidays, but 
many will not open a book again until the beginning of the 
next school year. Not only does this make it difficult to get 
back into the swing of study when the time arises, it also 
means a valuable opportunity is missed.  
 
And that is the opportunity to discover the joy of reading 
for pleasure. 
 
Reading for pleasure is a wonderful way for your child to 
escape and unwind. It's also a great way to keep their 
brain active.  
 
Studies have shown that children who stop reading over 
the school holidays experience something American 
researchers call the "summer slide" - a term used to refer 
to students' learning losses over the summer break.  
 
Researchers used the analogy of a 'tap' to provide some 
insight into their findings, saying that while children are at 
school there is a flow of information, and all children have 
the same opportunities to learn.  
 
When they are not at school, however, that 'tap' is turned 
off, unless there is some active engagement with books 
or other resources. Children whose 'tap' stays on 
throughout the summer holidays return to school with an 
advantage over those whose 'tap' may have been turned 
off for the past two months. 
 
Over time, that advantage accumulates, and becomes a 
reason why some children are more successful at school 
than others.  
 
Success aside, there is a world of enjoyment waiting to be 
discovered inside the pages of picture books and novels. 
Books are perfect for the sofa, the back lawn and the 

http://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/events/prc/Pages/booklist.aspx
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/events/prc/Pages/booklist.aspx


From The Principal’s Office continued 

increasing her time fraction to teach in her other 
school, Mrs Dani Rendall who will be teaching in 
Bunyip and Mrs Kasey Tymkin who is going on family 
leave in the early weeks of term 1.  
 
Mrs Barson has decided to retire after teaching for 
many years at Drouin West. We wish Mrs Barson the 
very best as she begins a new phase of her life with 
more time to enjoy the things she loves. 
 
We also say a heartfelt thanks to Sindy Nicolls and 
Glen Treble who have been part of our school in 
semester 2 covering the P/1B class and the 
performing arts program.  
 
On behalf of everyone at Drouin West, we wish these 
members of staff grateful thanks for all they have 
contributed to our school and every success for their 
future. 
 
Transition Meetings 2018 
Staff have put in extra time ensuring files and 
assessment records are all up to date and this 
information is passed on through the school.  
 

Student/Teacher/Parent transition meetings will be 
held in February next year to enable parents to meet 
teachers and share information about their child/
children.  
 
Student Reports 
Student reports will be sent home with students next 
week. Please take the time to go through the reports 
with your child and acknowledge the achievements 
made in the second half of the school year. Should 
you wish to discuss your child's progress, please 
contact the class teacher to arrange a convenient 
time.  
   

Lost Property 
Parents are urged to check lost property to ensure that 
all items are collected before the end of the year. Lost 
property is housed outside the Prep/1 classroom. 
 
 

Student Free Days/Staff Development and 
Planning Days 
Each year, schools are provided with four student-free 
days for professional development, school planning 
and administration, curriculum development, and 
student assessment and reporting purposes. 
The first two days of Term 1 will be student-free days 
at Drouin West which will allow for appropriate 
professional development, first aid training and 
planning to take place.  
 
 
Reminder for the start of next year 
 
Students (years 1 to 6) will start 
back at school on Wednesday 
January 31, 2018. 
 
Prep students will start school 
on Monday February 5

th
. 

 
 
 
 

Orientation Day 
What a great morning we had welcoming 
our new Preps to school yesterday for 
orientation day. Students (and staff) 
managed the morning activities with 
great confidence. This is indeed a 
wonderful and memorable event for 
these students and their families. 
 
Our year 6 students  had another 

opportunity to visit their Secondary Colleges yesterday 
and from all accounts they also had a great experience. 
 
Transition Day 2017 
To support all students who will be transitioning through 
the school, we have organised for students to spend 
some time in their 2018 class groups with their 2018 class 
teachers for next year. Transition day at Drouin West is 
set for Tuesday Dec 19. 
 
We know that supporting students in this transition, helps 
to reduce anxiety for the start of the new school year. 
 
We are expecting to catch up with some of the new 
families joining Drouin West next year on Transition Day. 
Please help these families feel welcome and introduce 
yourself if you have the opportunity. 
 
Some new students, their families and new staff will be 
joining us for the picnic sports event on Wednesday Dec 
20. 
 
Staffing Updates 
Given the increase in enrolments and decision to have 10 
class groups our class structure and teachers for 2018 
will be as follows: 
 
Prep/1A Mrs Megan Asling 
Prep/1B To Be Confirmed  
1/2A  Miss Christine Winter 
1/2B  Miss Bethany Sterrey  
3/4A  Miss Leah Reid 
3/4B  Mrs Courtney Heath 
3/4C  Miss Erin Baudinette 
5/6A  Mrs Loree Ambrose 
5/6B  Mrs Alesha Edelmaier 
5/6C  Mr Caleb Collins  
 
Specialist Programs for 2018 
Our specialist programs for 2018 will include Physical 
Education (Mrs Marion Proctor), Visual Arts (Mrs Carly 
Ablett), Science (Ms Melanie Smith), Japanese (Alesha 
Clerks), Library (Mrs Shae Forster) and Literacy 
Intervention (Mrs Heather Finger).  
 
Wendy Ronalds, our school Chaplain will also continue 
working across the school in 2017 as part of our welfare 
team. Wendy is available to support families and students 
and organises various popular programs during the year. 
We know how much Wendy is valued as a member of our 
staff and the difference she makes as she connects with 
the students, parents and staff across the school. 
 
Farewells 
We say farewell to: Mrs Janet Marki who returns to her 
teaching position in Pakenham, Nikki Sensei who is 



Bush Dance 
Thank you to the wonderful team of parents and families that are part of our Fundraising Committee for 
working so tirelessly throughout the year, raising funds to enable  us all to attend and enjoy the Bush 
Dance and for cooking the BBQ on the night. Throughout the day all  the students were able to have fun 
taking part in the  bush dancing lessons, ready to show us all their moves at the evening event.  Everyone 
that attended had a very happy and enjoyable evening. The smiles in these photos say it all!! 

Happy Birthday !!   
Happy Birthday to the following 
student who will 
celebrate their 
special day 
during the  week:  
Monday 11th 
December to 
Sunday 17th 
December 2017. 

Alex 4/5A 



Super ‘B’ Award Winners 
Super ‘B’  award winners for week 9,  term 4 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

PrepA Cayley 

P/1A Teagan 

1/2A Madeline 

2A Marcus 

3/4A Tara 

3/4B Stephanie 

4/5A Beau 

5A Nicola 

5/6A Lachlan 

CHRISTMAS RAFFLE  

DONATIONS WANTED 
 We are looking for donations for a Christmas hamper which be one of  the 

prizes in our end of  year raffle. 

Ideas include wrapping paper, decorations, gift tags, ribbon and   
non-perishable food like biscuits, sweets, nuts etc 

PLEASE LEAVE DONATIONS IN THE BOX AT THE FRONT OFFICE. 

 Thank you to local businesses who have donated prizes 
Kim’s Country Delights, Steam & Riddles, The French Pear,  

 Drouin Gourmet Café, Gifts & Glamour.  
There is also a HP Deskjet colour print/copier/ scanner to win.   

Tickets are $1 each and will be sent home with students. They will also be 
for sale at the school bush dance.  

Drawn at Assembly Friday 15 December 2017 



 

GRADUATING CLASS OF 2017 

Congratulations and best wishes from all the students and staff at 

Drouin West Primary School 


