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IMPORTANT DATES  EVENTS TO REMEMBER 

Mondays Lunch orders and Student Banking  

Fridays Assembly will be held at 3pm this week in the multi-purpose room.   
Parents, guardians and interested community members are most welcome to 
attend.  

Monday No Pens Monday October 16th 

Tuesday Year 5 and 6 students will attend a Cyber Safety event at Drouin Secondary 
College. 
Selected students will attend the regional athletics championships. 

October 17th 

Wednesday Pie orders close today.  Order forms available at the office. October 18th 

Tuesday Melbourne Cup Day public holiday. Student Free Day. November 7th 

The following dates are available to assist families with planning for 2018 

Friday December 22nd  Last day of term 4. Students dismissed at 1:30pm 

Wednesday January 31st 
2018 

First day of school for students in years 1 to 6.   
Parent interviews/assessments for students in Prep.  No Prep class program 
on this day. 

Thursday 
and Friday 

February 1st and 
2nd 2018 

Parent interviews/assessments for students in Prep. No Prep class programs 
on these days. 

Monday February 5 2018 First formal prep class begins today. 

Extra Curriculum Activities  
Activities that are available to students during recess or lunch time.  

Mondays Lego Club P-6 in the Multi Purpose Room 

Tuesdays Honey Pot Shop—Will be open at the beginning of lunchtime in the 2A classroom. 

Wednesdays Beginner Recorder Group  -  At first play students in years 3 to 6 are able to join the  
Beginner Recorder Group.  

Scrabble Club                    -  At lunch time students in years 5 & 6 are able to join Scrabble 
Club. 

Recorders are available to purchase at the office for $11. 

Thursdays Fun and Games  -  All students are welcome to attend the Library during lunch time. 

Fridays Choir  -  Students in years 3 to 6 are welcome to join the choir with parent written 
permission. Permission forms are available from Mrs. Brown. 

NO PENS MONDAY 
Next Monday October 16th all classes will be celebrating No Pens Monday.  This is an 
educational initiative designed to promote speaking, listening and questioning skills in 
students.  All learning activities will be completed without teachers and students using writing 
implements.  Staff at Drouin West have been involved with other schools in our network  in a 
year long project around Oral Language. Each school  will all be holding a similar no pens 
day.  Parents are invited to a special presentation assembly on Monday 16th October at 2.45 to 
find out about the different way the students participated in their learning without the use of writing implements. 



From The Principal’s Office 

Creating a Safe and Respectful School Community 
and Keeping Safe in Cyberspace 
Technology is a significant part of our day to day work 
and social lives. Ensuring that we understand how to 
best support our children to use and communicate with 
these devices safely online is a challenge our parents 
did not need to consider. 
 
The Drouin Cluster of schools have been working 
together for around 12 months to organise the 
opportunity for students and parents to hear from 
Susan Mclean, Australia’s expert in the area of 
Cybersafety. This is a unique opportunity not to be 
missed. Please read the information included in this 
newsletter to arrange your ticket. Students in years 5 
and 6 have the opportunity to attend a session during 
the school day.   
 
HATS! HATS! HATS! 
A reminder that students will need to 
bring along and wear their hats in 
term 4. 
 
Head Lice and Holidays 
From our experience, head lice become a significant 
issue at school for families after we have had school 
holidays. Parents are strongly urged to check their 
child’s hair at the beginning of the term. 
 
If we can all be vigilant, hopefully head lice will not 
become a huge community health issue in our school. 
Checks will start in coming weeks. 
 
School Website 
Have you missed the newsletter? Do you want 
information about the school?  Please take the time to 
visit: www.drouinwest.vic.edu.au 

Welcome back to school! 
I hope that everyone has had a lovely 
break and is feeling refreshed and is 
ready for a great final term of learning. 
 
It is always a delight to hear about the 
adventures people have had on their 
holidays and it is lovely to see the happy 
smiles on children as they eagerly start 
the new term.  
 

Something to contemplate… 
When I compare the educational experiences I had at 
school, the experiences of my own children and what our 
students do in their 
classrooms today, I 
know there are many 
differences.  
 
One of the differences 
is the level of 
complexity of the tasks 
that teachers set 
students. We know that the quality of the task, does 
predict the performance of students. The greater the 
expectations we have of our students, the higher students 
are likely to achieve. Spoon feeding learning and 
providing excessive support takes away from the deeper 
learning our children need to achieve their potential. The 
craft of the teaching is knowing what each child needs at 
any learning point during the school day. 
 
From time to time ask your child  questions to find out if 
they believe they are being challenged at the right level. 
Was the learning you did today too easy? Too hard? Or 
just right? If you know their learning goals perhaps ask 
how they are progressing towards achieving these goals.  
 
In one study, UCLA psychologist Robert Bjork found that 
adding challenging things to learning, what he calls 
‘desirable difficulties’, can actually improve your ability to 
remember what you've learned long term. In other words, 
when a teacher tries to make learning as easy as possible 
and as mistake-averse, it works for the short term — 
students might remember the material for a pop quiz the 
next day — but long term, they won't remember it as well. 
 
I look forward to a term focussed on our core business of 
student learning. 
 
Spring Weather 
With Spring delighting our senses, it is timely to remind 
families to be prepared for a range of weather conditions 
and various health needs that this season can create for 
those who suffer from hay fever and asthma. 
 
Lost Property 
Many students take off and leave their jumpers and 
jackets outside as the day warms up and activity levels 
increase. It is a time when our lost property pile grows. 
Please help us to help you locate your child/children’s 
jumpers by ensuring they are clearly named and ask your 
child to check through lost property if you have a missing 
item. 
 
 

Happy Birthday !!!!   
Happy Birthday to the following students who 
will celebrate their special day during the  week:  
Monday 9th October to Sunday 15th October 
2017 

Bevin 3/4B, Cayley PrepA and Allira 3/4B 
       

http://www.drouinwest.vic.edu.au


Our Chaplain 
 

Instant Results 
Hi everyone! I hope you had a terrific and safe holiday with your family. So nice to finally 
see and feel the sun. At assembly this week I look forward to presenting the children who 
have just finished our Seasons For Growth program with their certificates. Please come 
along if you would like to see the presentation.  

 

I have found another terrific article by Michael Grose, found out www.parentingideas.com.au  

“Parenting when you don’t see instant results” By Michael Grose 

“I was reminded about how hard parenting can be when speaking to a parent after a recent talk. She had a son 
who had struggled at school all his life. She’d put so much of her emotional and physical energy into helping him 
learn, jollying him along and nursing him through many of the ups and downs that kids who struggle at school 
can experience. Her son, now a teenager, was about to give up trying. I could see that his mother felt like giving 
up too! She asked: “When do you stop being a child’s coach and cheer leader?” The answer, of course, is that you 
can’t! She knew that, but she, like her son, needed some encouragement to keep going! We all do from time to 
time. That’s why it is useful to remind yourself that parenting is a long-term activity! The Einstein factor. I think 
all parents need to channel the Einstein Factor. Inventor Albert Einstein maintained that he was no smarter than 
anyone else; he just stayed on problems longer than most people. 

With some children you have to stay on the job longer than with others. 

•If you have a shy or socially-challenged child you have to stay on the job perhaps until adulthood when he or she 
finds their own way of building a network of friends and colleagues. In the meantime support, coach and cajole! 

•If you have a child with ADHD you have to keep on the job longer, keeping him or her out of trouble. You may 
not see the result until their mid-20’s when all that energy goes into starting up their own business or doing 
something absolutely amazing. In the meantime explain, teach and be firm! 

•If you have a late-bloomer you have to keep them interested in learning, so that they readily learn the practical 
skills needed to succeed in the workplace and in business, where many kids who struggle at school end up. In the 
meantime encourage, scaffold and model learning! 

We all want instant results in whatever we do. Parenting is no different! It’s hard when the results don’t come. 
But you’ve got to keep on doing the right things, and making the best choices for your kids. In other words, bring 
the Einstein factor into your parenting. To help do this: 

•Get support and feedback from your partner, or a colleague. Feedback fires you up. 

•Keep building your skills and knowledge that will help your kids be successful or overcome individual 
challenges. Kids get lifelong learning from parents, more than school. 

•Be around people who fire you up, support you and energise you. It’s no coincidence that great parents hang out 
together. Support keeps you grounded. 

Small hinges swing big doors 

A former parenting mentor used to say, “Small hinges 
swing big doors.” He meant that it’s the little things 
done on a regular basis by parents that make the 
biggest difference to kids. 

You’ve just got to choose the right actions and keep 

doing them….day after day. And have faith that the 

results will come………..eventually!” 
 

 

Take care! 
Wendy Ronalds School Chaplain 
If you have any questions please contact me at the 
school on a Tuesday or Thursday or email me on 
ronalds.wendy.w@edumail.vic .gov.au  I do check 
emails regularly. 
  
 
 
 

Acknowledgement: National School Chaplaincy and Student Welfare Program have been funded by the Australian Government Department of Education, Employment  and 
Workplace Relations. The views expressed herein do not necessarily represent the views of the Australian Government Department of Education, Employment  and 
Workplace Relations.  
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Super ‘B’ Award Winners 
Super ‘B’  award winners for week 10,  term 3 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

PrepA Whole Class 

P/1A Whole Class 

1/2A Riley 

2A Talen 

3/4A Bonnie 

3/4B Lexie 

4/5A Lachie 

5A Jazmyn 

5/6A Natalie 

Staff Profile 
Each week we will showcase a member of the Drouin 
West primary school staff at assembly and through the 
newsletter.  This is in response to the parent feedback on 
the Kid Matter surveys that parents don’t know all 
members of our team and they would like to!  
 

This week the staff member is Mrs. Courtney Heath 
 
Q.  What is your role at Drouin West primary 
school? 
A. I teach the awesome kids in 2A and I am also the 

Wellbeing Team Leader. 
 

Q. How long have you been in this role? 
A. I’ve been teaching at Drouin West primary school for nearly 3 years now, 

before that I taught in Moe. Before that… I was a social worker. 
 

Q. What are you currently reading/watching/listening to? 
A. I am currently reading ‘White Coolies—Paradise Road’ by an amazing 

Australian nurse, Betty Jeffrey, and her fellow nurses who were bombed 
by the Japanese leaving Malaya in World War 2. I’ve just finished 
watching Gilmore Girls on Netflix and I am listening to anything with a 
good beat that I can sing loud too (usually country music)! 

 

Q.  Do you follow a football team? 
A. I am a proud supporter of the Western Bulldogs and have been my whole 

life. 
 

Q. Have you travelled to exciting places? 
A. I love our country, I’ve been to a lot of places except WA and Northern 

Queensland. I’m hoping to get there one day. I’ve travelled around 
Victoria, New South Wales, South Australia and Tasmania. I’ve been to 
the United States of America twice, once in year 11 as an exchange 
student, then 10 years ago I worked in the Rocky Mountains for 4 months 
with kids on Summer Camp. I got to ride horses and play games every 
day! 

 

Jindivick Cricket Club 
‘Kydd-Parke’ Reserve 1120 Jacksons 

Track Jindivick 
Our Aims: 

●To provide local and district children with 
an opportunity to play enjoyable cricket in a 
happy and safe environment. 
●To promote a healthy balance of 
competitiveness, participation and skills 
improvement. 
●To promote the best and most positive 
aspects of club and community life. 
Jindivick Cricket Club runs junior 
programs for: 
 5-9 year olds (Milo Cricket) 10 sessions over 
late Oct – Mid Feb. Most likely Wednesdays 
but TBA 
Under 12 team (Wednesdays from Mid Oct – 
Late Feb)  5.00 p.m games 
Under 14 and Under 16:  Training days 
Tuesdays/ Thursdays 4.30),  
14’s and 16’s Matches from Mid October : 
Saturdays 9.00 a.m – 11.30 
First session for Under 14 and 16: 
Thursday 21st September 4.30 
First session for Under 12’s:  Wednesday 
27 September 4.30 
 
Membership fees: $35 per player.  Family 
discounts available. 
Further Enquiries:  Mark Braddick  
(Secretary) 0401161144 
Facebook link:   https://www.facebook.com/
jindivick.cricketclub/ 






